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Abstract: This study examines the effectiveness of Law Number 16 of 2019 in suppressing 

early marriage rates in the jurisdiction of the Office of Religious Affairs (KUA) in Selo 

District, Boyolali Regency. Utilizing a qualitative descriptive approach, this research 

involved field observations, in-depth interviews, and document analysis. The findings 

indicate that although the law has raised the minimum age for marriage to 19 years for 

both genders, its implementation has not been effective in reducing early marriage rates 

in the region. Factors such as lack of religious and cultural understanding, family 

economic conditions, low education levels, parental concerns, and premarital 

pregnancies remain the main causes of early marriages. The KUA of Selo District has 

undertaken various prevention efforts through socialization and cross-sector cooperation 

but still faces challenges in implementation. This study concludes that a more 

comprehensive and collaborative approach between government, educational institutions, 

and communities is needed to enhance the law's effectiveness in suppressing early 

marriage rates. Recommendations include intensifying educational programs, improving 

access to education and social services, and strengthening premarital guidance. 

Keywords: early marriage, marriage law, legal effectiveness, office of religious affairs, 

Islamic family. 

INTRODUCTION 

Marriage is a sacred moment that unites two people in a sacred bond, intending to 

form a happy and prosperous family. In Islam, marriage is seen as a worship and 

mandate that is recommended for every Muslim and Muslim woman who is ready, 

both materially and non-materially. As Allah SWT says in Surah Ar-Rum verse 21 

which emphasizes that marriage is a sign of the greatness of Allah who creates a 

partner for humans so that they feel peace, love and affection [1].  

The phenomenon of early marriage is still a concerning issue in Indonesia, 

including in the Boyolali Regency. Early marriage is defined as a marriage 
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performed by a couple who have not reached the minimum age set by law. 

Previously, Marriage Law No. 1 of 1974 set the minimum age limit for marriage at 

19 years for men and 16 years for women [2].  

This regulation was then revised through Law Number 16 of 2019 which 

equalized the minimum age limit for marriage to 19 years, both for men and women. 

This change in the law was based on careful consideration, especially regarding the 

maturity and health of the prospective bride and groom [3]–[5]. However, the 

phenomenon of early marriage still occurs in various regions, including in Selo 

District, and Boyolali Regency. Data from the Boyolali Regency Population 

Control, Family Planning, Women's Empowerment and Child Protection 

(DP2KBP3A) Office shows an increase in marriage dispensation applications from 

106 couples in 2022 to 98 couples until June 2023 (solopos.com, 2022) [6]–[8].  

The factors that encourage early marriage in Selo District are diverse, ranging 

from one's own will, and parents' wishes, to "accidents" due to promiscuity. Family 

economic factors also play a role, where early marriage is considered a solution to 

reduce the economic burden of parents [9]–[11]. More concerningly, the data shows 

that of the 98 couples who applied for marriage dispensation in 2023, 67 of them 

were pregnant (detik.com, 2023) [12]–[14].  

This phenomenon raises questions about the effectiveness of Law Number 16 of 

2019 in reducing the number of early marriages, especially in the area of the 

Religious Affairs Office (KUA) of Selo District, Boyolali Regency. Although 

various efforts have been made to socialize and form an anti -early marriage 

movement, cultural and socio-economic factors are still a major challenge in the 

implementation of the law. In the context of Islam, although there is no specific age 

limit for marriage, there are requirements for maturity and readiness that must be 

met. This is reflected in the hadith narrated by Muttafaq'Alaih:  

ع و دَ  اب نَ  الله ع ب دَ  نَ عَ  يَ  م س   م ع ش رَ  يَ  : و س لَّمَ  ع ل ي هَ  اللههَ ص لَّى اللهَ  ر سهو لهَ ق الَ  -ق الَ  ع ن ههَ اللههَ ر ض 
ت ط اعَ  م نَ  الشَّب ابَ  ت ط عَ  ل َ  ف أ نَ  .ل ل ف رجَ  و ا ح س نهَ ل ل ب ص رَ  ا غ ضَ  ف أ نَّههَ .ف  ل ي  ت  ز وَّجَ  ال ب اء ةهَ م ن كهمهَ اس   ف  ع ل ي هَ  ي س 
الصَّو مَ  و ج اءَ  ل ههَ ف أ نَّههَ .بِ  . 

Meaning: "From Abdullah bin Mas'ud r.a. said, the Prophet (saw). Say to us, O 

young people, whoever among you can marry, let him marry, for marriage is more 

able to lower the eyes and more able to preserve the genitals. And whoever is not 

able to do so, he must fast, for indeed fasting is a remedy for his lust" (Ibn Hajar al -

Asqalani: 1378:210). 

This hadith emphasizes the importance of readiness in marriage, both physically 

and spiritually. Fauzinuddin Faiz in [15] interprets the meaning of puberty in the 

context of marriage as not only limited to physical maturity, but also includes 

economic, psychological, and socio-anthropological maturity. Based on this 

background, this study aims to examine two main aspects. First, identifying the 

factors behind the high rate of early marriage in Selo District, Boyolali Regency. 

Second, evaluate the effectiveness of Law Number 16 of 2019 to reduce the number 

of early marriages in the region. 

This research is expected to make a significant contribution to the development of 

science, especially in the field of Islamic family law. Practically, the results of this 

study can be a reference for KUA Selo District, Boyolali in assessing the 

effectiveness of the implementation of the marriage age limit by Law Number 16 of 

2019, as well as in designing a more effective socialization strategy regarding the 

impact of early marriage on the community and students. By understanding the 
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complexity of the issue of early marriage and the effectiveness of existing laws, it is 

hoped that a more comprehensive and contextual solution can be formulated. These 

efforts are not only aimed at enforcing the law but also at protecting the rights of 

children and adolescents, as well as ensuring the readiness of couples to live a 

harmonious and prosperous domestic life [16]–[18].  

LITERATURE REVIEW 

Table 1. Literature Review about "Effectiveness of Law Number 16 of 2019 
Concerning Marriage in Reducing the Rate of Early Marriage 

Author and 
Year 

Heading Research Methods Key findings Relevance to Law No. 16 
of 2019 

Jannah, A. 
(2020) 

The Effect of 
Law No. 16 of 
2019 on the 
Decline of 
Early Marriage 
in Boyolali 
Regency 

Qualitative, 
Case Studies 

Increasing the 
minimum age of 
marriage has 
succeeded in 
reducing the rate 
of early marriage, 
but there is still a 
significant 
dispensation. 

Law No. 16/2019 
provides for a 
higher age limit, 
but the 
implementation of 
the dispensation 
slows down the full 
impact of this law. 

Ramdhani, 
S. (2021) 

The 
Effectiveness 
of Law No. 
16/2019 in 
Central Java in 
Reducing the 
Rate of Early 
Marriage 

Quantitative, 
Secondary 
Data Analysis 

Data shows a 
decrease in the 
number of early 
marriages after the 
implementation of 
this law in several 
regions, including 
Boyolali. 

This law is effective 
in statistically 
reducing the rate 
of early marriage, 
especially in rural 
areas where the 
number previously 
had a high rate. 

Prasetyo, 
B. (2022) 

Marriage 
Dispensation 
After the 
Enactment of 
Law No. 16 of 
2019 

Qualitative, 
Interview 

Marriage 
dispensation 
applications have 
increased even 
though the 
marriage age has 
been raised, 
especially in 
Boyolali. 

Law No. 16/2019 
raises the age of 
marriage, but the 
application for 
dispensation 
shows that this 
practice is still 
relied on by the 
community. 

Yuniarti, 
M. (2023) 

The Impact of 
the Marriage 
Law on 
Women's 
Education in 
Boyolali 

Qualitative, 
Field Study 

The increase in the 
age of marriage 
has positive 
implications for 
improving 
women's 
education because 
it reduces early 
marriage. 

This law is effective 
in increasing 
women's access to 
further education 
by reducing the 
number of early 
marriages. 

Kartika, T. 
(2023) 

Socialization of 
Marriage Law 
No. 16 of 2019 
in Boyolali 
Rural 

Kualitatif, 
Fokus Group 
Discussion 
(FGD) 

Minimal 
socialization in 
some rural areas 
has led to a high 
demand for 

The limitations of 
socialization make 
the effectiveness 
of this law not fully 
felt in rural 
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marriage 
dispensation. 

Boyolali. 

Based on the table above, Law No. 16 of 2019 is generally effective in reducing 

the rate of early marriage in Boyolali. However, there are several challenges, such 

as the high number of marriage dispensation applications and the lack of 

socialization in rural areas. Even so, the impact is seen significantly in increasing 

access to education for women and reducing the rate of early marriage. Increased 

awareness and consistent law enforcement are needed to maximize the effectiveness 

of these laws. 

METHODOLOGY 

This study uses a qualitative approach with a descriptive method to assess the 

effectiveness of Law Number 16 of 2019 in reducing the number of early marriages 

in the area of the Religious Affairs Office (KUA) of Selo District, Boyolali 

Regency. The qualitative approach was chosen because of its ability to present the 

social world and its perspective in the context studied, including concepts, 

behaviours, perceptions, and human problems [19]. 

Descriptive methods are used to describe and summarize various situations and 

phenomena of social reality that are the object of research, as well as to draw these 

realities to the surface as a certain characteristic, character, trait, model, or 

phenomenon [20]. 

This research was carried out as field research that involved observation and 

direct interaction with research subjects in KUA, Selo District, Boyolali Regency. 

The selection of this location is based on the high rate of early marriage in the 

region, which makes it a relevant object for evaluating the effectiveness of related 

laws [21]–[23]. 

Data collection is carried out through three main methods: observation, 

interviews, and document analysis. Observation is carried out in three stages 

according to the Spradley model [24], namely descriptive, focused, and selective 

observation. This stage allows researchers to gain a comprehensive understanding of 

the situation in the field, from an overview to focusing on specific aspects relevant 

to the research. In-depth interviews were conducted with key informants, including 

employees of the Selo District KUA and selected community members. This 

interview method was chosen because of its ability to reveal more in -depth 

information about the participants' interpretation of the situation and phenomenon 

that occurred, which may not be revealed through mere observation [25]–[27]. 

Document analysis involves examining records, reports, and other official 

documents relevant to the research topic. These documents are considered non-

human sources of information that can provide important historical and institutional 

context. To ensure the validity of the data, this study uses a triangulation technique. 

Triangulation is carried out not only to find the truth about the phenomenon but 

more to improve the researcher's understanding of what has been discovered. 

Triangulation in this study includes triangulation of sources and methods, where 

data from various sources and collection methods are compared and integrated to 

obtain a more comprehensive and credible understanding [28]–[30]. 

Data analysis follows an interactive model consisting of four stages: data 

collection, data reduction, data presentation, and conclusion drawing or verification. 

This process allows researchers to systematically organize data, identify key themes, 

and develop deep interpretations of the phenomena being studied. This research will 

be carried out from April to September 2024, with stages that include preparation, 

preparation of research proposals, implementation of field research, and processing 
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and preparation of reports. This schedule allows for sufficient time for in -depth data 

collection and careful analysis. Through this methodological approach, the research 

aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of the effectiveness of Law Number 

16 of 2019 in the specific context of Selo District, Boyolali Regency. The results of 

the study are expected to provide valuable insights for policymakers and 

practitioners in the field to reduce the rate of early marriage in the region [31].  

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Description of Research Results 

This research was carried out for approximately 2 months, focusing on the 

effectiveness of Law Number 16 of 2019 to reduce the number of early marriages in 

the area of the Religious Affairs Office (KUA) of Selo District, Boyolali Regency. 

The data collection process involves a series of methods, including direct 

observation, document analysis, and in-depth interviews with various related parties. 

The research subjects cover various important elements in the structure of the Selo 

District KUA, including the Head of KUA, extension workers, and administrative 

staff. This multi-method approach allows researchers to gain a comprehensive 

understanding of the implementation of the law and its impact on the phenomenon 

of early marriage in the region. The data collection process is carried out through 

several strategic stages: 

1. Direct communication with officials and staff of the Selo District KUA, allows 

researchers to gain in-depth insights into daily practices and challenges faced in 

the implementation of the law. 

2. In-depth analysis of various documents, statistical data, photos, books, and 

computer files obtained from KUA Selo District. This approach allows for data 

triangulation and verification of information obtained through interviews [32]–

[34]. 

3. Structured interviews with the Head of KUA, who also serves as the headman, 

provide a unique perspective on the challenges and strategies in implementing 

the undeoccement of recording data in the local context. 

4. Interaction with administrative staff to understand the procedural aspects of 

marriage dispensation and the factors that contribute to the phenomenon of early 

marriage in the region. 

5. Consultation with data processing staff to get accurate statistics on marriage 

trends recorded in KUA Selo District. 

The research period, which began from early June 2024 to July 2024, allowed 

researchers to observe the dynamics of the implementation of the law over a full 

seasonal cycle, providing a more representative picture of its effectiveness [35]–

[37]. 

Description of Research Setting 

The Selo District Religious Affairs Office is an extension of the Ministry of 

Religion at the sub-district level, which is directly responsible to the Head of the 

Office of the Ministry of Religion of Boyolali Regency. The strategic location of 

KUA in Jarakan Hamlet, Samiran Village, Selo District, allows it to serve the 

community effectively in 10 villages within its operational area. The physical 

structure of the Selo District KUA, which was built in 2008 on an area of 199 m², 

reflects the government's commitment to providing adequate services to the 

community. The building, which consists of 6 functional rooms, is not only an 

administrative centre but also a symbol of the state's presence in religious affairs at 

the grassroots level [38]–[40]. 

https://journals2.ums.ac.id/index.php/profetika/


 

Profetika: Jurnal Studi Islam 

Vol. 25, No. 1, 2024, pp. 153-168 

   

 

   

 

P-ISSN: 14110881 I E-ISSN: 25414534 

Copyright ⓒ 2024 Authors 

From a geographical perspective, Selo District has unique characteristics that 

affect the social and economic dynamics of its community. Located on the slopes of 

Mount Merapi and Merbabu, this region is not only rich in agricultural potential, 

especially vegetables, and tobacco, but also faces topographic challenges that affect 

people's access to public services, including KUA. The organizational structure of 

KUA Selo District, led by Agung Arif Yuni Hasan, S. HI, MH, reflects efforts to 

meet the needs of the community comprehensively. The clear division of duties 

between the head of KUA, administrative staff, and data processing staff shows a 

systematic approach to managing various aspects of services, ranging from marriage 

administration to family coaching [41]–[43]. 

The vision of KUA Selo District, which focuses on the realization of a happy and 

prosperous Muslim family, both materially and spiritually, shows that this 

institution not only functions as an administrative unit but also as an agent of social 

change. The mission described, ranging from improving marriage registration and 

referral services to empowering mosque functions, zakat, and waqf, reflects a 

holistic approach to building a society rooted in religious values. The 

implementation of the KUA Information System (SIKUA) is a progressive step that 

shows the adaptation of the Selo District KUA to the demands of the digital era. 

This system not only improves administrative efficiency but also allows for better 

data integration with systems at the wider regional level [44]–[46]. 

The work program of KUA Selo District, which covers various aspects, from 

headship to the development of sakinah families and the management of zakat and 

waqf, shows a comprehensive approach to serving the community. The collaboration 

with various parties, such as the Kesos/KB Kesub-district UPT and LP2A, reflects 

the awareness of the importance of a multi-stakeholder approach in addressing 

socio-religious issues in the community. In the context of research on the 

effectiveness of Law Number 16 of 2019 in reducing the number of early marriages, 

the setting of the Selo District KUA provides a rich background to understand how 

national policies are implemented and have an impact at the local level. 

Geographical challenges, socio-economic dynamics, and the institutional capacity of 

KUA are important factors that affect the effectiveness of the implementation of the 

law [47]–[49]. 

Result Analysis 

This study examines the effectiveness of Law Number 16 of 2019 to reduce the 

number of early marriages in the area of the Religious Affairs Office (KUA) of Selo 

District, Boyolali Regency. The analysis of the results of this study will focus on 

two main aspects: the factors that cause early marriage and the effectiveness of the 

implementation of the law [50], [51]. 

1. Factors Causing Early Marriage in Selo District 

Early marriage in Selo District is still a significant phenomenon, despite 

preventive efforts. Data from KUA Selo shows fluctuations in the number of early 

marriages from year to year, with a peak in 2020 of 55 cases. 

Table 2. Early Marriage Data 

Early Marriage Data 

Year Sum USA 

2018 4 UU No 1 

2019 11 UU No 16 

2020 55 

2021 3 

https://journals2.ums.ac.id/index.php/profetika/


 

Profetika: Jurnal Studi Islam 

Vol. 25, No. 1, 2024, pp. 153-168 

   

 

   

 

P-ISSN: 14110881 I E-ISSN: 25414534 

Copyright ⓒ 2024 Authors 

2022 5 

2023 11 

2024/June 4 

Based on research, the factors that cause early marriage in Selo District can be 

categorized as follows: 

a. Lack of Religious and Cultural Understanding: Ma'mur Jamal and Umdatul 

Baroroh highlight the lack of religious and cultural understanding of the 

community that is not oriented towards the interests of children as a significant 

factor [52]. The tradition of not rejecting the first proposal is still strong in the 

Selo community, which can encourage early marriage. 

b. Economic Factors: According to Alfiyah's findings in [53], economically 

disadvantaged families tend to marry their daughters to ease the economic 

burden. This shows that economic conditions are still a major consideration in 

early marriage decisions [54]–[56]. 

c. Low Education Level: The low level of education and knowledge of parents and 

children is a significant factor in the decision to marry early. This phenomenon 

indicates the importance of improving access and quality of education in the 

region. 

d. Parents' Concerns: The results of the interview, that parents' concerns about the 

behavior of their children who have been dating for a long time are the reason to 

marry their children sooner. This shows that there is a gap in communication 

and understanding between parents and children regarding premari tal 

relationships. 

e. Pregnancy Outside of Marriage: Some cases of early marriage occur because the 

bride-to-be is pregnant before marriage, as documented in the dispensation 

application letter number 0266:2021 [57]. This indicates the need for more 

comprehensive sexual and reproductive education for adolescents [58], [59]. 

2. The Effectiveness of Law Number 16 of 2019 in Reducing the Number of Early 

Marriages 

The implementation of Law No. 16 of 2019 in the Selo District shows mixed 

results. Although this law has set the minimum age of marriage to 19 years for both 

brides, there are still cases of early marriage that occur through the marriage 

dispensation process. 

a. Prevention Efforts: KUA Selo District has made various proactive efforts to 

socialize the negative impact of early marriage. The Head of KUA, Mr. Agung 

Arif Yuni Hasan, S.HI, MH, stated that they actively delivered material about 

early marriage and its negative effects during pre-marriage examinations and 

through religious extension workers in various religious activities in the 

community [60]. This effort shows that there is an institutional awareness of the 

importance of preventing early marriage [61]–[63]. 

b. Cross-Sectoral Cooperation: KUA Selo also collaborates with schools, health 

centres, BKKBN, and PLKB to provide marriage guidance and early marriage 

prevention materials. This multisectoral approach reflects a comprehensive 

effort to address the issue of early marriage. 

c. Marriage Dispensation Process: Despite preventive efforts, there are still 

significant marriage dispensation applications. Data shows that in 2022, there 

were 170 dispensation applications, although it decreased to 98 applications in 

2023. 
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Table 3.  Number of Dispensation Submissions 

Dispensation Application 

No Year Sum 

1 2018 - 

2 2019 - 

3 2020 76 

4 2021 32 

5 2022 170 

6 2023 98 

This data shows that despite the decrease in the number of dispensation 

applications from 2022 to 2023, the figure is still quite high. This indicates that the 

implementation of Law No. 16 of 2019 still faces significant challenges in the field . 

d. Judge's Considerations in Granting Dispensation: An analysis of the marriage 

dispensation decision shows that the judge considers various factors such as the 

physical and mental readiness of the bride-to-be, economic conditions, and 

special reasons such as pregnancy out of wedlock [64]. For example, in the case 

of a dispensation application by Mr. Suhar, the judge rejected the application 

with the consideration that the prospective bride who was less than 19 years old 

was considered not ready in terms of psychology and reproductive organs [65]–

[67]. 

e. Implementation Challenges: The Head of KUA emphasized that the 

effectiveness of this law is highly dependent on the support of various elements 

of society and the government. He stated, "Of course, this law will not run 

alone, but the Ministry of Religion or KUA and all elements of society and the 

government together realize that this age limit becomes the initial limit when a 

person is ready to get married."  This statement emphasizes the need for a 

holistic approach involving various stakeholders in addressing the issue of early 

marriage [68]–[70]. 

Although Law No. 16 of 2019 has provided a clear legal basis to prevent early 

marriage, its implementation in the Selo District still faces significant challenges. 

Socio-cultural, economic, and educational factors still play an important role in the 

occurrence of early marriage. A more comprehensive and collaborative approach 

between the government, educational institutions, and the community is needed to 

increase the effectiveness of this law in reducing the rate of early marriage in the 

region. Furthermore, an ongoing evaluation of the implementation of this law is 

needed to identify areas that need improvement and strengthening [71]–[73]. 

Data Interpretation 

Law Number 16 of 2019 concerning the minimum age limit for marriage is the 

government's effort to protect the rights of children, especially women, in terms of 

education, growth and development, and other aspects of life. Based on data 

obtained from the KUA of Selo District, it is recorded that more than 900 couples 

have registered their marriages from 2018 to June 2024. Here is a breakdown of the 

number of marriages recorded: 
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Table 4. Number of Marriages 

Number of marriages 

No Year Sum 

1 2018 244 

2 2019 220 

3 2020 225 

4 2021 139 

5 2022 156 

6 2023 168 

7 2024/June 52 

Total 1.204 

Although the number of marriages recorded is quite high, cases of early marriage 

are still found in the KUA of Selo District. Before the enactment of Law No. 16 of 

2019, the minimum age limit for marriage referred to Law No. 1 of 1974, which was 

19 years for men and 16 years for women. However, since the enactment of Law 

No. 16 of 2019, the minimum age limit for marriage has been 19 years for both men 

and women. The results of the data analysis show that from 2018 to 2023, there 

were 93 cases of early marriage in the KUA of Selo District. In 2018, there were 4 

cases of early marriage. After the enactment of Law No. 16 of 2019, the number of 

cases of early marriage increased to 11 cases in 2019 and reached a peak in 2020 

with 55 cases. 

According to Mr Suroto, Data Processing Staff of KUA Selo District, the increase 

in the number of early marriages in 2020 was due to adjustments to the new 

regulations on the age limit for marriage (Interview, June 10, 2023). After 

socialization and prevention efforts, the number of early marriages decreased 

significantly to 3 cases in 2021 but increased again to 5 cases in 2022 and 11 cases 

in 2023. The effectiveness of Law No. 16 of 2019 in reducing the number of early 

marriages in Selo District can be analyzed using the theory of legal effectiveness of 

Soerjono Soekanto (2014) [74]. According to Soekanto, five factors affect the 

effectiveness of the law: laws, law enforcement, facilities and facilities, society, and 

culture [75]. In the context of this study, the three main factors that affect the 

effectiveness of Law No. 16 of 2019 in Selo District are: 

1. The legal factor itself 

The enactment of Law No. 16 of 2019 directly affects the marriage registration 

process at the KUA of Selo District. Couples who are not yet 19 years old will be 

denied marriage registration. According to the Head of KUA, Mr. Agung Arif Yuni 

Hasan, S.HI, MH, this law is effective in encouraging people to prepare their 

children more mature before marriage (Interview, June 10, 2023) [76]. 

2. Factors of program actors 

KUA Selo District collaborates with various parties such as the Health Office, 

Health Center, District, and BKKBN in implementing marriage guidance and 

socialization programs for adolescents. These efforts have shown positive results, 

with the number of dispensation applications decreasing from 170 cases in 2022 to 

98 cases in 2023. 

3. Factors of society and culture 

https://journals2.ums.ac.id/index.php/profetika/


 

Profetika: Jurnal Studi Islam 

Vol. 25, No. 1, 2024, pp. 153-168 

   

 

   

 

P-ISSN: 14110881 I E-ISSN: 25414534 

Copyright ⓒ 2024 Authors 

The low level of parental education and lack of access to information are 

obstacles to the implementation of this law. In addition, cultural factors such as the 

habit of marrying children who have established close relationships also affect the 

high rate of early marriage in Selo District. The implementation of Law No. 16 of 

2019 in the Selo District shows that there are challenges and opportunities. Despite 

fluctuations in the number of early marriages, collaborative efforts between KUA 

and related agencies have shown positive results in reducing the number of early 

marriages. However, socio-cultural and educational factors are still obstacles that 

need to be overcome to increase the effectiveness of the law. 

Research Limitations 

In carrying out this study, the researcher faces several limitations that need to be 

considered in the interpretation of the results: 

1. The location of the study is far from where the researcher lives leading to time 

and cost limitations in data collection. 

2. The move of the official website of the Selo District KUA caused difficulties in 

accessing some archive documents that were not stored virtually [77]–[79]. 

These limitations may affect the depth of analysis and the completeness of the 

data obtained. However, researchers have made every effort to overcome these 

limitations and present comprehensive and accurate research results . 
 

CONCLUSION 

This study reveals that Law Number 16 of 2019 has not been effective in reducing the 

number of early marriages in the area of the Religious Affairs Office (KUA) of Selo 

District, Boyolali Regency. Although the law has raised the minimum age of marriage to 

19 for both men and women, the number of early marriages in the region has continued to 

rise, with a modest decline. This phenomenon is caused by several complex socio-cultural 

factors, including close relationships between prospective spouses, parents' concerns 

about children's behaviour that violates religious norms, pregnancy out of wedlock, 

perception of the economic readiness of the prospective husband, and the economic 

condition of the underprivileged parents. These findings indicate that changes in the law 

alone are not enough to address the problem of early marriage without comprehensive 

intervention of the driving factors. The implications of this study show the importance of 

a multidimensional approach in dealing with the issue of early marriage. Although Law 

Number 16 of 2019 aims to ensure the mental readiness and health of couples in living a 

household life, its implementation on the ground faces significant challenges. This 

underscores the need for a more holistic strategy, one that not only focuses on the legal 

aspects, but also considers the social, economic, and cultural factors that influence the 

decision to marry early. Based on these findings, it is recommended that the Selo District 

KUA intensify public counselling and education efforts regarding the impact of early 

marriage through various communication channels, including seminars at schools, 

lectures, and social media. Collaboration with related agencies is also needed to improve 

access to education, social services, and premarital guidance. In addition, it is necessary to 

increase public awareness about the applicable laws and the consequences of early 

marriage. Further research is suggested to explore effective strategies in the 

implementation of Law Number 16 of 2019 and comprehensive efforts to reduce the 

number of early marriages in the region. 
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