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Abstract

Objective: This study aims to examine the implementation of learning innovations and
the integration of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) values in the Darul llmi
Islamic Boarding School, as well as the strategies used in dealing with the digital era and
the challenges that arise during the integration process. Theoretical framework: The
theoretical framework of this research is based on the concept of sustainable Islamic
education that integrates global values (SDGs), local wisdom, and Islamic principles as a
foothold in the development of an Islamic boarding school education system that is
adaptive to the changing times. Literature review: The literature review includes studies
on pesantren education innovations, the integration of SDGs values in the learning
system, and the transformation of sustainability value-based education, which is still
limited, especially in the context of children's pesantren. Methods: This study uses a
gualitative approach with data collection techniques in the form of in-depth interviews,
direct observation, and documentation. The main informants consist of pesantren
caregivers, accompanying teachers, and students who are selected purposively. Data
analysis was carried out using the Miles and Huberman model: data reduction, data
presentation, and a conclusion drawn. Results: The results show that SDGs-based
learning innovations are implemented through contextual approaches that combine global,
local, and Islamic values. This innovation has a positive impact on the quality of learning
and social relevance of Islamic boarding schools, as well as improving the image of
Islamic boarding schools in the community. Implications: Providing an adaptive and
sustainable model of Islamic education in responding to global challenges. Novelty:
Offers a new study on the integration of SDGs in children's boarding schools, which is
still rarely discussed scientifically.
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INTRODUCTION

Learning in pesantren is generally known as an education system rooted in
tradition. This characteristic can be seen from the use of teaching methods and
media that tend to be conventional. In the learning process, the approach used still
relies heavily on old patterns that have been applied from generation to generation
[1]. One of the main characteristics of this system is the use of a one-way teaching
method, where the teacher or kyai is the main source of knowledge. This pattern
reflects the classical education system that emphasises the delivery of material
directly from the teacher to the student, without much mutual interaction. The focus
remains on character formation and the strengthening of religious values and
morality [2].

In addition to emphasising spiritual and ethical aspects, pesantren also strive to
maintain cultural heritage and noble values that have become their identity. This
tradition becomes an important foundation in the educational process, which aims to
form a person who is not only intellectually intelligent but also spiritually strong.
To answer the challenges and needs of modern education, many pesantren have
begun to adapt technology and contemporary learning methods that are more varied
and interactive. This effort reflects the synergy between the preservation of old
values and innovations in the world of education [3].

Learning innovation in pesantren is an important need because the world of
education continues to change with the times. Pesantren, as an Islamic educational
institution that has a big role in shaping the character and morals of the younger
generation, cannot be separated from the demand to remain relevant to social,
technological, and globalization developments. Without innovation, pesantren are at
risk of being left behind and less able to respond to the challenges of the times,
especially in preparing students to be ready to contribute actively to an increasingly
complex society. The integration of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) values
in pesantren is also very crucial. The SDGs are a global development agenda that
includes various important aspects, such as poverty alleviation, quality education,
gender equality, and environmental conservation. Internalising the values of the
SDGs, pesantren can expand their educational vision from just religious education
to education that touches on humanitarian issues and the sustainability of life. This
will foster social awareness, environmental concern, and a sense of global
responsibility among students [4].

Furthermore, learning innovations and the application of SDGs values can
improve the quality of pesantren graduates so that they not only excel in religious
science but also have 21st-century skills such as critical thinking, collaboration,
creativity, and digital literacy [5]. This is very important in equipping students to be
actively involved in building a fair, inclusive, and sustainable society. Education in
pesantren is no longer enough to only produce spiritually pious individuals, but also
to produce agents of change that are solutions to various local and global problems.
Learning innovation and strengthening SDGs values in pesantren is not only an
option, but a must. This will make pesantren remain relevant, adaptive, and make a
real contribution to creating a better future [6].

This paper complements several existing writings related to learning innovation
and the integration of SDGs values in pesantren. In line with that, the purpose of
this paper is to (a) find out the implementation of learning innovations and SDGs
integration in pesantren, (b) find out the implications of learning innovations and
SDGs values in pesantren, and (c) identify challenges in learning innovations and
integration of SDGS values in pesantren. The benefits of this research are expected
to provide a complete picture of learning innovation and the integration of SDGs
values as a strategy for sustainable Islamic education development. This paper is

P—ISSN: 14110881 | E-ISSN: 25414534
Copyright © 2025 Authors


https://journals2.ums.ac.id/index.php/profetika/

Profetika: Jurnal Studi Islam
Vol. 26, No. 2, 2025, pp. 457-470

based on three arguments. First, the use of learning innovations and the integration
of SDGs values can improve the quality of learning in pesantren. Second, the use of
learning can have an impact on the kyais and students directly. Third, the challenges
of learning innovation and the integration of SDGS values as a sustainable Islamic
education strategy are based on the readiness of human resources to manage
pesantren [6].

LITERATURE REVIEW

Learning Innovation

Learning innovation is a response to the dynamics of the times that continue to
change, especially in the context of globalisation, digitalisation, and the
transformation of student needs [7]. The world of education is required to not only
convey knowledge traditionally, but also to be able to create a contextual, fun, and
meaningful learning process [8]. Therefore, various scientific studies have begun to
underline the importance of new approaches that can adapt learning methods to the
characteristics of students and technological developments [9].

Learning innovation is any form of planned change in strategies, methods, or
media or learning environments that aim to improve the quality of learning
processes and outcomes [10]. Innovation in learning has to do not only with the use
of technology but also includes a pedagogical approach that emphasises active
student engagement, collaboration, and the creation of meaning [11]. In this context,
teachers play the role of adaptive and creative learning facilitators in designing
teaching strategies. Learning innovations can be realised in various forms, such as
Project-Based Learning [12], collaborative learning, digital technology-based
learning, and the flipped classroom. These models not only increase learner
engagement but also develop critical thinking, problem-solving, and teamwork skills

[13], [14].

Learning innovations have been proven to increase the effectiveness of the
learning process, increase student motivation, and provide a more meaningful
learning experience. Students become more active, creative, and have autonomy in
the learning process. In addition, innovation also encourages the transformation of
the role of teachers from material presenters to facilitators, mentors, and learning
partners. Learning innovation shows the urgency for educational institutions,
including pesantren, to continue to innovate to remain relevant to the times. Further
research is expected to focus not only on technical implementation but also on
exploring the philosophical, social, and cultural aspects of educational innovation.
Thus, learning innovation is not only a technical instrument but also an integral part
of the ongoing educational transformation process [15].

The Concept of SDGs

Conceptually, the SDGs are understood as a development framework that
includes three main dimensions, namely economic, social, and environmental, which
are interrelated and inseparable from each other. The SDGs are not only a set of
policy targets, but also a representation of humanitarian values and global solidarity.
The goals of the SDGs demand the active role of all elements of society, including
educational institutions, the private sector, and civil society, in integrating the
principles of sustainable development into daily life and institutional policies [16].

One of the goals of the SDGs, namely "Quality Education,” is one of the main
focuses in the literature that discusses the role of education in supporting
sustainable development. The SDGs encourage the creation of an inclusive,
equitable, and quality education system, as well as provide lifelong learning
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opportunities for all. In this context, education is seen not only to develop cognitive
skills, but also as a tool to form character, environmental awareness, and active
participation in society [17].

The integration of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) values into the
education system, especially in the pesantren environment, requires adjustment to
the local context and the cultural values of the local community. The application of
global values such as the SDGs cannot be done uniformly because each region has
different social, economic, and cultural conditions. Therefore, a contextual approach
is important so that sustainable development goals can truly touch the needs and
realities of local communities. In its implementation, the success of achieving the
SDGs is highly dependent on the active involvement of communities and local
stakeholders. Their participation is key to ensuring that the implementation of the
program runs effectively, inclusively, and sustainably. In this case, pesantren have a
strategic role because of their existence, which is integrated with people's lives.
Pesantren are not only a center for religious education but can also be agents of
social change that bridge local values with the global development agenda in
harmony [18].

Islamic Education

Islamic education is a process of fostering and developing individuals based on
Islamic teachings sourced from the Qur'an and Hadith. In academic literature,
Islamic education is not only interpreted as the transmission of religious sciences,
but also as a system that forms the complete personality and character of Muslims,
including spiritual, intellectual, moral, and social aspects. The main goal of Islamic
education is to form kamil people, namely, complete human beings who are pious,
have noble character, and are beneficial to society [19].

In various studies, Islamic education has a strong philosophical and theological
foundation. Education in Islam is not only a cognitive process, but also an effort to
instill the values of monotheism, morality, and social responsibility [20]. Islamic
education has traditionally focused on mastering Islamic sciences such as figh,
monotheism, tafsir, and hadith. However, in its development, Islamic education
began to adopt a more comprehensive and integrative approach with modern
sciences. In terms of methodology, Islamic education uses talaggi methods,
discussion, memorisation, and worship practices as a means of character formation.
Recent literature shows an increase in the use of technology and an active
pedagogical approach in the contemporary Islamic educational environment [21].

Islamic education is held in various forms of institutions, ranging from pesantren,
madrasas, integrated Islamic schools, to Islamic universities. The literature shows
that each institution has characteristics and strategic roles in preserving Islamic
values while responding to the challenges of the times. Pesantren, for example, are
known as centres of moral and spiritual education, while Islamic madrassas and
universities tend to combine Islamic knowledge with general knowledge in their
learning systems [22].

Islamic education faces various challenges in the modern era, including demands
to be more adaptive to technological developments, job market needs, and
globalisation trends that affect the perspective of the younger generation. Therefore,
transformation in Islamic education is urgent, especially in terms of curriculum,
learning methods, and strengthening contextual Islamic values. Efforts to integrate
Islamic values and 21st-century skills have become an important topic in the current
literature [23].

Islamic education indicates the need to continue to develop relevant,
transformative, and contextual educational models. Future research is expected to
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explore more deeply how Islamic education can contribute to the achievement of the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), improve people's quality of life, and
strengthen Islamic identity during a changing world. Islamic education must be able
to be a bridge between tradition and modernity in responding to global challenges

wisely [23].

Development Strategy

Sustainable strategy is a long-term approach used by organisations, institutions,
and governments to achieve goals by considering economic, social, and
environmental aspects in a balanced manner. In the literature, sustainable strategies
are understood as a response to global challenges such as climate change, resource
scarcity, social inequality, and demands for transparency. This concept is rooted in
the sustainable development paradigm that emphasises the balance between business
sustainability and life sustainability in general [24].

In the context of education and society, sustainable strategies are closely related
to the development of superior, equitable, and inclusive human resources. Several
studies have shown that educational institutions that implement sustainable
strategies can create a learning ecosystem that supports environmental literacy,
social awareness, and active involvement in the community. This strategy includes
the integration of a curriculum based on sustainability values, energy efficiency in
the school environment, as well as partnerships with communities to encourage
collective action [25].

The implementation of a sustainable strategy requires concrete steps, including
data-driven planning, impact evaluation, and stakeholder engagement. The success
of this strategy depends not only on policies but also on organisational culture
change and visionary leadership. In the business world, for example, sustainable
strategies are reflected in the use of renewable resources, production process
efficiency, and sustainability reporting. Meanwhile, in the public and education
sectors, this strategic practice involves the active participation of all parties in
creating systemic change [26].

METHODOLOGY

This research is a qualitative study that aims to examine the implementation of
learning innovations and the integration of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGS)
values in the pesantren Darul llmi Semarang. The selection of the research location
is based on the policy direction of the development of the pesantren, which has
shown a strong tendency towards the application of learning innovations and the
integration of SDGs principles in the education system. This research not only
focuses on the implementation aspect but also explores the strategy of pesantren as
part of efforts to digitise education in the pesantren environment [27].

The main purpose of this study is to explore in-depth information from
informants related to the real practices of learning innovation and the integration of
SDGs values in pesantren. In addition, this study also seeks to reveal the
implications of the application of these innovations to the learning process in
pesantren, as well as the challenges faced in the integration process. This focus is
expected to be able to provide a comprehensive picture of the readiness and ability
of pesantren in facing the dynamics of global education based on sustainability
values [28].

Data collection was carried out using three main techniques, namely in-depth
interviews, direct observation, and documentation. These three methods are used
simultaneously to obtain valid and reliable data in answering the formulation of
research problems. The research was carried out for four months, from January to
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April 2025. The qualitative approach was chosen because it is considered most
suitable for exploring complex and contextual social and educational phenomena
such as those that occur in the pesantren environment [29].

The informants in this study consisted of pesantren caregivers, accompanying
teachers, and students. The selection of informants was carried out purposively with
the consideration that these three groups have a strategic role and a deep
understanding of the implementation of learning innovations and the integration of
SDGs values [30]. The data collection process begins with the determination of the
problem and the preparation of a research design, followed by the development of
instruments consisting of interview guides, observation sheets, and documentation
guidelines. Once the instrument is ready, the next step is to determine the research
informant and carry out the data collection process. All data collected is then
carefully checked to ensure the validity and completeness of the information
obtained [31].

Research Design & Problem Formulation

Selection of Infermants (Careagivers, Teachers, Students)

1

Data Analysis (Miles & Huberman Madel)

Conclusion & Implications (Learning Innovation & SDGs Integration)

Figure 1. Research Methodology Flow: Learning Innovation and SDGs Integration
in Pesantren Darul IImi Semarang

The data analysis in this study uses a qualitative analysis model according to
Miles and Huberman, which includes four main stages: data collection, data
reduction, data presentation, and conclusion drawn. This approach allows
researchers to comprehensively understand the dynamics that occur in the field and
compile research findings in a systematic and meaningful manner [32]. The results
of this research are expected to be a reference for the development of learning
innovations and the integration of SDGs in the pesantren environment more broadly.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The application of learning innovations and the integration of Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) values have been proven to improve the quality of
learning in pesantren. At the Darul IImi pesantren in Semarang, efforts to improve
the quality of education are carried out consistently through a more contextual,
adaptive, and technology-based learning approach. This approach not only
emphasises the mastery of religious knowledge but also the development of
students' insight into global issues relevant to today's life.

One form of innovation applied in this pesantren is the use of diverse and
innovative Islamic Religious Education learning methods. The learning process is
not only carried out in classes and lectures, but also through hands-on methods,
simulations, and learning based on digital media such as podcasts. The use of
podcasts as a means of learning provides flexibility for students to access materials
anywhere and anytime, thus encouraging them to become more independent and
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active learners. Learning at the Darul llmi pesantren is not only facilitated by
pesantren caregivers but also by accompanying teachers who are competent in their
fields. Even on some occasions, pesantren present external resource people who
have special skills to enrich the perspectives and knowledge of students. This shows
that there is collaboration between various parties in supporting a quality learning
process. This is in line with previous research related to collaboration between
various parties [33].

The learning process is carried out on a scheduled basis and adjusted to the needs
and characteristics of students. With this approach, every student can experience
relevant and meaningful learning. This innovation aims to create a learning
experience that is varied, not monotonous, and able to stimulate critical thinking and
life skills of students outside the pesantren environment. Based on the results of the
study, the use of podcast media in learning is considered very helpful in providing
alternative learning resources. This medium not only makes it easier to access
information but also enriches the learning experience through an engaging audio
approach. Students became more enthusiastic in following the material, especially
those who were packaged in the form of light discussions, thematic lectures, and
interviews with inspirational figures [34].

The integration of SDGs values in learning innovation reflects the commitment of
the Darul Ilmi pesantren to become an educational institution that is adaptive to
global, social, and environmental developments. Sustainability values are adopted
without abandoning the roots of Islamic teachings that are the foundation of
education in pesantren. This is an important step to make pesantren a holistic
educational centre that is relevant to the challenges of the times [35].

One of the main values that is integrated is the improvement of the quality of
inclusive and equitable education. Its implementation is reflected in technology-
based learning, the integration of religious and general science curricula, and
teacher capacity in modern learning methods. Pesantren also seeks to strengthen
gender equality by providing a fair learning space for male and female students, as
well as developing a non-discriminatory learning environment. The value of SDGs
integrated in pesantren can be seen in the following table.

Table 1. The Value of The SDHSs Integrated in Pesantren

Improving the quality of inclusive and The implementation of learning is

equitable education emphasised to develop education that is
not  discriminatory  and provides
opportunities for all students without
discrimination

Curriculum that develops religious science  The implementation of learning is not only

and general science emphasised on religious knowledge, but
also provides general knowledge that is
needed for students when living in the
community

Gender Equality in Education The learning process provides ample
opportunities for all students without
distinguishing between men and women.

Strengthening the capacity of teachers Improving the quality of learning is
emphasised on the quality of teachers who
teach, so that capacity building is always
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- given to teachers according to their needs.

Based on Table 1, pesantren have made efforts to standardise the values of the
SDGs to develop the quality of education in pesantren in a sustainable manner. This
is also strengthened by the results of interviews conducted with several informants.
The results of the interview with the caregiver of the pesantren show that learning
innovations have been implemented by implementing podcast-based learning as one
of the innovations implemented in the Darul llmi pesantren. Learning is also
developed through various methods and practices to provide diverse experiences for
students. Learning has also been carried out by strengthening gender equality by
providing an interactive space, without distinguishing between male and female
students.

With this learning innovation and integration of SDGs values, the Darul IImi
pesantren in Semarang shows its strategic role as an educational institution that not
only preserves Islamic traditions but also responds to the demands of the times. The
transformation of education in pesantren through innovation and sustainability
values is expected to be able to form students who are broad-minded, concerned
about global issues, and ready to contribute positively to society. The
implementation of learning innovations that are integrated with the values of the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) at the Darul llmi Semarang has a
significant positive impact, especially in increasing the learning motivation of
students. This is in line with the results of previous research that, through a more
relevant, contextual, and interactive learning approach, students become more
enthusiastic in following the teaching and learning process. This innovation makes
learning not only limited to religious aspects but also touches on global issues
related to sustainability, the environment, and humanity [36].

In addition, the integration of SDGs values in the pesantren curriculum opens up
new insights for students. They are invited to understand their role as part of a
global society that has social and environmental responsibility. This encourages the
birth of a generation of students who are not only proficient in religious science but
also have a concern for social issues and are ready to make a real contribution to
society. The positive implications of this transformation are also felt by the
pesantren itself. By implementing technology-based learning innovations and
utilising social media as a means of publication, the Darul lImi pesantren is
increasingly known by the wider community. The existence of pesantren is not only
limited to the local environment, but also able to reach a larger audience nationally
and even internationally [37].

The strategic use of social media also plays an important role in building a
positive image of the pesantren. Documentation of learning activities, student
involvement in social projects, and the introduction of superior programs that are in
line with SDGs values are a special attraction for the community. This shows that
pesantren are not educational institutions that are left behind, but institutions that
are adaptive and progressive to the changing times [38]. Overall, the transformation
of education at the Darul IImi Islamic pesantren through the integration of learning
innovations and SDGs values is a strategic step in preparing students to face future
challenges. Pesantren is not only a place to gain religious knowledge, but also a
centre for character development and global insight. Thus, pesantren can produce a
superior generation, has noble morals, and cares about the sustainability of life on

earth [39].

The implementation of learning innovations in Islamic education in pesantren still
faces several challenges that are quite complex. One of the main challenges is the
limitation of human resources, especially teaching staff who have competence in
developing innovative learning methods that are in line with the values of the SDGs
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(Sustainable Development Goals). Many teachers still use traditional approaches
that do not fully support contextual, interactive, and development-oriented learning
processes. This limitation is exacerbated by the absence of a structured management
system to support the development of learning innovations in the pesantren
environment. Without clear management, innovative initiatives are often sporadic
and unsustainable. As a result, efforts to present more relevant and modern learning
have been hampered, both in terms of planning and implementation. This is in line
with the results of previous research, which emphasised strong management of
pesantren [40].

In addition, the integration of SDGs values in the Islamic pesantren education
curriculum is still not optimal. This is due to the lack of understanding and training
on the importance of SDGs in the context of Islamic education. Many aspects of the
SDGs are very relevant to Islamic values, such as social justice, environmental
conservation, and community empowerment. Without an adequate understanding,
the process of integrating these values becomes less effective and cannot be applied
comprehensively. This condition shows the importance of increasing the capacity of
educators through continuous training and mentoring [41]. In addition, support from
the management of the pesantren is needed to form a special unit that handles the
development of learning innovations. This unit can function as a research and
curriculum development centre that combines Islamic education with sustainability
principles, so that the resulting innovations can run systematically and consistently

[42].

By improving the aspects of resources and management, pesantren will be better
prepared to face the challenges of the times and make a real contribution to the
achievement of Sustainable Development Goals [43]. This is also corroborated by
the results of other research that the management of pesantren plays a very crucial
role [44]. Strengthening the Islamic education system through innovation and
integration of global values will strengthen the role of pesantren as an educational
institution that can produce a generation of superior students, care for the
environment, and be oriented towards the benefit of the people [45].

Based on the results of the research and discussion, this research has novelty in
integrating the values of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) into Islamic
religious education learning innovations in pesantren, especially in children's
pesantren, which are still rarely used as objects of study. This novelty lies in the
contextual approach that combines global values with local wisdom and Islamic
values in the traditional education system, which has not been widely revealed in
depth. These findings broaden the perspective on the potential of pesantren in
responding to global challenges through socially and spiritually relevant learning
transformation, as well as providing practical references for other pesantren to
develop adaptive and sustainable development-oriented learning models.

Table 2. Integration of Learning Innovation and SDGs Values in Darul lImi
Pesantren Semarang

Aspect Description Implications
Strategic Role of The pesantren not only preserves Shapes students to be broad-
Pesantren Islamic traditions but also responds to minded, aware of global issues,
modern demands through learning and ready to contribute
innovation and SDGs integration. positively to society.
Impact of Learning Contextual, interactive, and relevant Students become more
Innovation innovations increase students’ learning enthusiastic, active, and socially

motivation. Learning covers religious as well as environmentally
aspects as well as global issues suchas  conscious.

sustainability and the environment.

The pesantren curriculum provides Produces a generation proficient
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Use of Technology
& Social Media

Human Resource
Challenges

Management
Challenges

Limited
Understanding of
SDGs
Recommendations
for Strengthening

global insights, emphasizing social and
environmental responsibility.

Technology is applied in learning;
social media is used for publication,
documentation, and building a positive
image.

Limited teachers with competence in
developing innovative learning aligned
with SDGs; many still use traditional
approaches.

Absence of a structured management
system to support innovations;
initiatives remain partial.

Lack of training for teachers regarding
the relevance of SDGs in Islamic
education.

Continuous training and establishment
of a special unit for research and
curriculum development, combining

in Islamic sciences, socially
aware, and ready to make real
contributions.

Pesantren gains wider
recognition (local, national,
international) and is seen as
adaptive and progressive.
Innovations are sporadic,
unsustainable, and less
supportive of contextual
learning.

Barriers to planning and
implementing innovative
learning processes.
Integration of SDGs is less
effective and not
comprehensive.

Pesantren will be better
prepared to face modern
challenges and contribute to

Islamic education and SDGs.
Integrating SDGs into learning
innovations in children’s pesantren,
using a contextual approach that
combines global, local, and Islamic
values.

achieving the SDGs.

Broadens perspectives and
provides practical references for
other pesantren to develop
adaptive and sustainable
learning models.

Research Novelty

Deep Analysis

The study on the integration of learning innovations and Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) values in Darul IImi Pesantren Semarang highlights a
transformative shift within traditional Islamic education. Historically, pesantren
have preserved classical teaching models centered on character building and
religious knowledge. However, this research reveals a growing recognition that such
institutions must expand their scope to remain relevant in a globalized era. By
embedding SDGs principles—such as inclusivity, gender equality, environmental
sustainability, and social justice—into their educational framework, pesantren are
not only safeguarding Islamic identity but also positioning themselves as active
contributors to global educational reform.

A central finding is the use of contextual and technology-based learning
strategies, including podcasts, interactive simulations, and collaborative approaches.
These innovations directly enhance student motivation and engagement, enabling
learners to develop both religious literacy and 21st-century competencies such as
critical thinking, creativity, and digital literacy. This dual focus addresses the
increasing demand for graduates who are not only spiritually grounded but also
socially responsible and globally aware. Importantly, the research illustrates that
innovations are not detached from Islamic traditions; instead, they harmonize global
values with local wisdom, reinforcing pesantren as culturally rooted yet outward-
looking institutions.

The integration of SDGs values has also generated broader institutional benefits.
By leveraging technology and social media, pesantren strengthen their visibility and
credibility, both locally and internationally. Documentation of student projects,
sustainable practices, and inclusive activities builds a progressive institutional
image. This strategic branding challenges outdated perceptions of pesantren as
purely traditional institutions, instead projecting them as adaptive and forward-
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looking. Furthermore, this visibility fosters trust within communities and enhances
pesantren’s role as a center of social transformation.

Nevertheless, significant challenges persist. A critical issue is the limited
capacity of teaching staff, many of whom still rely on conventional pedagogical
methods. Without sufficient training in innovative and contextual approaches, the
sustainability of reforms is threatened. Equally, the absence of structured
management systems creates inconsistencies, rendering innovations sporadic rather
than systemic. These barriers reveal the importance of institutional investment in
professional development, structured leadership, and curriculum design aligned with
sustainability principles. Establishing specialized units for research and curriculum
innovation, as suggested by the study, could help standardize and scale successful
practices.

The novelty of this research lies in its contextual focus on children’s pesantren,
which remain underexplored in academic studies. By highlighting the integration of
global sustainability values with Islamic pedagogy at this level, the study offers new
insights into the adaptive capacity of Islamic education. It demonstrates that
pesantren can serve as models for balancing tradition and modernity, offering both
spiritual depth and practical competence. Ultimately, the findings underscore the
potential of pesantren to generate a new generation of Muslims who are ethical,
environmentally conscious, and capable of shaping a sustainable global future.

CONCLUSION

This research provides a scientific contribution in the form of a clear and in-depth
picture of the implementation of Islamic religious education learning innovations
that are integrated with the values of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in
the development of pesantren. These findings are expected to be a reference and
learning material for other pesantren that want to adopt a similar approach to
improve the quality of education and social relevance of pesantren in the global era.
However, this study has some limitations. The scope of research is still limited to
one location, because the number of children's pesantren that implement learning
innovations based on SDGs values is still very limited. In addition, time and access
limitations have made researchers unable to reach more pesantren that have
developed a similar approach. This research provides a scientific contribution in the
form of a clear and in-depth picture of the implementation of Islamic religious
education learning innovations that are integrated with the values of the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) in the development of pesantren. These findings are
expected to be a reference and learning material for other pesantren that want to
adopt a similar approach to improve the quality of education and social relevance of
pesantren in the global era. However, this study has some limitations. The scope of
research is still limited to one location, because the number of children's pesantren
that implement learning innovations based on SDGs values is still very limited. In
addition, time and access limitations have made researchers unable to reach more
pesantren that have developed a similar approach.
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