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Abstract:  

Indonesia is a country that has a lot of diversity, not only in cultural diversity but 

also in religious diversity; each religion alone still has some differences. While 

Muhammadiyah was one of the organizations that was founded in Indonesia in 

1912 and founded by K.H. Ahmad Dahlan in Yogyakarta, Mohammadiyah is 

also one of those organizations that has a moderate concept in addressing the 

problems of diversity that exist. Multiculturalism is diversity in a very broad 

context, discussing the multiculturalism of Muhammadiyah as one of the 

organizations that is concerned with all such matters. Using qualitative research 

methods and gathering data from library studies, this article will discuss the 

concept of Muslim moderation in enhancing multicultural values. The gathered 

data will be presented in a brief descriptive manner in this article. The Prophet 

(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: “Because Allah is not pleased 

with such a thing, he has taught his people not to bow down to one thing”. With 

the stubbornness of the founder of Muhammadiyah, K.H. Ahmad Dahlan, 

Muhammadiyah finally has the concept of moderation to capture the diversity 

that exists in this country, ranging from cultural diversity to the diversity in 

Bergamot and also the variety in Bermazhab. 
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Introduction 

Islam is a doctrine that was brought down by Allah SWT to mankind from the time of Prophet 

Adam a.s. to the Prophet Muhammad SAW. Indonesia is a country that has a majority population 

embracing Islam that reaches the number of 229.62 million people, which means there are about 

87.2% of the total population of Indonesia, which is 269.6 million people. The Muslim population 

that exists in Indonesia is also among the contributors of the Muslims most in the world, which is up 

to 13.1% million people. Not only does Islam exist and be officially recognized by the state as a 

religion in Indonesia, but there are still five other religions, such as Christianity, Catholicism, 

Hinduism, Buddhism, and Konghucu. These religions live peacefully and also side by side. In Islam, 

it is also taught about living in peace, because this religion teaches the way of life in peace according 

to the guidance of the Qur'an, and the hadith of such things can be called tolerance. 

Moderation is a non-excessive, non-radical, and non-extreme behavior and view. 

Muhammadiyah is one of the major Islamic movements or organizations in Indonesia. 

Muhammadiyah also includes organizations that have inserted the concept of Islamic moderation 

through various means, ranging from politics and education that have been administered by 

Muhammadiyah itself, and so on. The moderate character of the Mohammadiyah movement is very 

closely distinguished from the other movements, especially from other Islamic movements that use 

violence and also force in expelling the invaders, as demonstrated by the movement of a group of 
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tarekat who have committed a riot and also violence. The Mohamadiyah is also an Islamic 

organization that belongs productively to building a dialogue among the Islamic society in order to 

contain a wave of radicalism. In this way, moderate Islam is not free from inter-civilization, inter-

cultural, nor inter-religious understanding. In the work of a writer named Khaled Abou el Fadl, called 

The Great Theft, moderation, or moderate, has a meaning: an understanding that takes the path of 

force; that is, an understanding that is not extracurrent and not focused on either side or left. The 

Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said: “Behold, the prophet (salla Allahu alihi wa 

sallam) is a prophet of all sins. Moderation or moderation exists as a form of a few elements, namely, 

the element of divinity, the spiritual element, the human element, and also the material element, 

reason, individual problems, and also combines between revelations. 

If discussing moderation, the most compatible thing is that the term multicultural begins with 

the middle word, which is a culture that has a cultural meaning, while multiculturalism, according to 

Emil Durkehim, is a group of society that adopts certain symbols that bind to the society itself and 

then apply to the community itself. According to Choirul Mahfud (2011: xix), multicultural has the 

following meaning: multi has a lot of meanings, while culture is culture and isme has a meaning of a 

certain flow or understanding, in the sense that each word has a meaning contained, which is the 

recognition of human dignity that lives in its own community with a unique culture so that every 

person in the community has a responsibility. In this article, we will discuss the concept of Muslim 

moderation in enhancing multicultural values. 

 

Research Method 

The method used in this research uses the method of qualitative research, according (Mulyana, 

2008) describes research qualitatively as research that uses scientific methods to represent a 

phenomenon in a certain way explaining data and facts. Whereas according (Carreswel W., 2003) a 

quantitative approach is a useful approach to construct a statement of knowledge such as personal 

experience (prospective-constructive), or based on participatory prospects such as collaboration or 

change, orientation to politics and also issues. The way to obtain data from this research is by using 

a library study, which involves collecting data by reading, recording, and then processing the data 

(Mestika Zed, 2003). In this study, the data already obtained and processed will be presented in the 

form of descriptions. This description will make it easier to understand the results of the research 

itself. 

Result and Discussion 

In Arabic, moderation is called the term al-Washathiyyah al-Islamiyyah, which has the meaning 

of an Islamic doctrine that directs its people to behave fairly and equitably, meaning they are not too 

inclined to the left or to the right, not too flexible to one thing, and perceive other things differently. 

In English, moderation or moderate has another name, which is Islamic moderation. As described in 

the introductory chapter, moderation is a behavior and a view that is not excessive in embracing 

something in particular in terms of religion or the diversity of a culture. This time, it will be discussed 

about the concept of Muhammadiyah moderation and also how Muhammadiyah attitudes regarding 

differences in religion and cultural diversity exist. 
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1. Role of Muhammadiyah 

Since the beginning of its establishment, Muhammadiyah was not intended as a political 

organization, but this religious organization served as an organization of Islamic worship. 

Muhammadiyah's great contribution to society, among other things, is to educate the children of 

the nation by setting up a school and college and to make the community healthy by providing 

health facilities in the form of hospitals. This makes a spirit for Muhammadiyah itself as a social 

movement of society; it is also a proof of moderate Muhammadiyah, but not so that 

Muhammadiyah becomes an anti-political organization. While Muhammadiyah does not mean 

submission to the government, Muhammadiyah still criticizes the government. This can also be 

said to be evidence of moderation from Muhammadiyah. 

Muhammadiyah places itself as a religious social movement that also serves masyrakat. Of 

course, in this case, Muhammadiyah often finds a problem that occurs between the people, while 

the facts in the society itself are not all uniform in determining something, like that not all the 

people are members of Muhammadiyah, but Muhammadiyah is able to give a good attitude to the 

people when solving a problem in a way that is not too straight to one thing. 

2. Religius Moderation in Muhammadiyah 

Djohan Effendi stated that the controversy between traditional Islamic theology and 

rational Islamic theology was no longer relevant because, in 1993, most Muslims were plagued by 

poverty, injustice, and even retardation. Muhammadiyah responded by voicing the concept of 

Tajdid for the purpose of translating religious moderation, in the sense of Muhammadiyah. Tajdid 

has two meanings: the first is a purification of Islamic Akidah, which has been mixed with bi’ah, 

hypocrisy, and also syirik; the second is Tajdid, which has a meaning of renewal, medernis, and 

also dynamic. Those who believe in God are the ones who do not know the truth, but they are the 

people who do the truth; they do not believe the truth, and they do the things that they do. They do 

not think about the truth or the things that they do, but the truth is the truth of the truth. 

The vision to be realized by Muhammad in the years 2015–2020 has three visions. First is 

the transformation of an organization and also the progress on a network system. Transformation 

here has the meaning of a change that is so rapid towards progress. The second is to develop a 

system of charity movement that has a primary nature and jugav has an autonomous nature in order 

to create a factor realization of true Islamic society. 

Muhammadiyah also has a very strong determination to fight pancasila in this country but 

remains with the personality of Muhammadiyah itself, like charity, and also struggles for the 

community, practicing the Islamic ukhwah. He has an agamistic nature but can still be sociable. 

3. Moderate Attitude of The Moderation Prespective 

In this verse, the word wasath has a good meaning—the most perfect and fair—so that the 

Quran has a better meaning and a fairer meaning in a broader context. The fact that 

Muhammadiyah is always looking for a middle way to solve a problem that is facing or a problem 

existing is that differences and a conflict with the other religious people (Islam) are well resolved 

and take a middle path that is very carefully discussed and well negotiated with respect for justice 

that is well accepted by both sides. In such a way, the problem can be resolved well, peacefully, 

and without violence or debate that falls on each other. 
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K.H. Ahmad Dahlan had a dialogue with several religious leaders, namely a pastor and 

missionary cleric who led to a concept of divinity, tolerance and also justice. This has followed a 

proof that Muhammadiyah has indeed been open since the beginning of its emergence and the idea 

of K.H. Ahmad Dahlah is an idea that is considered effective to this day. Moderate in itself is 

something that isn't extreme. It's definitely the opposite of something that's radical. The word 

"moderate" when compared with the word "Islam" has two meanings that can't be separated 

because the two things have a meaning that goes backwards.  

First, starting with the moderate Islamic phrase chosen by the Muhammadiyah, start with 

the belief that Islam is a moderate religion. Because Islam is a religion that chooses the middle 

way when Jews and Christians are too grounded and also too heavenly. Second, the Islamic 

moderation that has been chosen by the Muhammadiyah has a follow-up attitude toward practicing 

Islam by avoiding something extreme, which can also be called something radical. Third, as a 

moderate Muslim, Muhammadiyah is not hypocritical in determining a thing; Muhammadiyah 

does not just determine the middle way in order to find safety in a problem. The Islamic concept 

chosen by Muhammadiyah is not a non-partisan attitude toward the good and truth, but 

Muhammadiyah remains firm about something that is right. 

Although the establishment of the Muhammadiyah received so many criticisms, K.H. 

Ahmad Dahlan was not easy to give up just in carrying out his duty of worship in order to realize 

progress for the people. What was done by K.H. Ahmad Dahlan in the present time may be the 

ordinary thing, but it was a very big breakthrough and also influenced the early days of the 

Muhammadiyah to adopt Islamic moderation. 

 

Conclusion 

In dealing with differences and cultural diversity, Muhammadiyah displays its moderate 

concepts, proving that Muhammadiyah is not a radical movement and is also not an extreme 

movement towards society in responding to existing diversity, starting from ethnic, cultural and 

religious diversity. K.H. Ahmad Dahlan as the founder of Muhammadiyah is also not a figure who 

easily gives up in building Muhammadiyah in carrying out its preaching, especially in applying the 

concept of moderation in Muhammadiyah in enhancing multicultural values. Muhammadiyah 

moderation is based on the Al-Qur'an and Sunnah, which is why Muhammadiyah has a strong 

moderation concept to improve the multicultural values that exist in Indonesia. 

 

Reference 

Abou El Fadl, K. (2005). The great theft: Wrestling Islam from the extremists. New York: HarperOne. 

Anwar, A. N. R., & Sujai, I. I. (2020). Analisis implementasi sistem informasi desa terintegrasi di 
Kabupaten Pangandaran. Moderat: Jurnal Ilmiah Ilmu Pemerintahan, 6(4), 849–856. 

Assidiqi, M., Sariyatun, S., Purwanta, H., & Ramadhani, H. N. F. (2023, December). Reconstruction 
the philosophy of Pill Pesenggiri on Lampung people in multicultural society with life skills 
education to improve literacy skills. In AIP Conference Proceedings (Vol. 2621, No. 1). AIP 
Publishing. https://doi.org/10.1063/5.0159394 

Hasyim, F., & Hasanuddin, T. (2023, December). Role of the organization Nahdlatul Ulama in 
warding off radical Islamic ideology. In AIP Conference Proceedings (Vol. 2621, No. 1). AIP 
Publishing. https://doi.org/10.1063/5.0159317 

https://journals.ums.ac.id/index.php/iseedu/index


Iseedu: Journal of Islamic Educational Thoughts and Practices, Vol: 8, No 2, 2024 219 of 219 

 

 

https://journals.ums.ac.id/index.php/iseedu 

Islahuddin, M., Romelah, R., & Nurhakim, M. (2023). Moderasi Muhammadiyah dalam bingkai 
dakwah kultural. Tamaddun: Jurnal Pendidikan dan Pemikiran Keagamaan, 24(1), 006–016. 

Jimoh, A. L., Yahay, I. J., & Salman, A. (2023). The moderating effect of transformational leadership 
on the relationship between employee happiness and organizational citizenship behavior. 
Wayamba Journal of Management, 14(2). 

Mastuki, H. S. (2020). Menjadi Muslim, Menjadi Indonesia: Kilas balik Indonesia menjadi bangsa 
Muslim terbesar. 

Misrawi, Z., Asy’ari, H. H., & Moderasi, K. (2010). Kebangsaan. Jakarta: PT. Kompas Media 
Nusantara. 

Nurdin, F. (2021). Moderasi beragama menurut al-Qur’an dan Hadist. Jurnal Ilmiah Al-Mu'ashirah: 
Media Kajian Al-Qur'an dan Al-Hadits Multi Perspektif, 18(1), 59–70. 

Puspitaningrum, D. A., Fitriyah, C. Z., Ningsih, Y. F., & Wardani, R. P. (2023, January). The effect 
of pop-up book learning media on students' understanding about multicultural education in 
growing tolerance value. In AIP Conference Proceedings (Vol. 2679, No. 1). AIP Publishing. 
https://doi.org/10.1063/5.0105397 

Safitri, H., Rafli, Z., & Dewanti, R. (2020). Improving students' speaking skills through task-based 
learning: An action research at the English department. International Journal of Multicultural 
and Multireligious Understanding, 7(6), 88–99. https://doi.org/10.18415/ijmmu.v7i6.2045 

Skjott Linneberg, M., & Korsgaard, S. (2019). Coding qualitative data: A synthesis guiding the 
novice. Qualitative Research Journal, 19(3), 259–270. https://doi.org/10.1108/QRJ-12-2018-
0012 

Sugiyono, D. (2010). Memahami penelitian kualitatif. Bandung: Alfabeta. 

Sugiyono, D. (2013). Metode penelitian pendidikan pendekatan kuantitatif, kualitatif dan R&D (3rd 
ed.). Bandung: Alfabeta. 

Suparlan, P. (2002). Menuju masyarakat Indonesia yang multikultural. 

Syamsuddin, M. (2018). Gerakan Muhammadiyah dalam membumikan wacana multikulturalisme: 
Sebuah landasan normatif-institusional. Jurnal Pemberdayaan Masyarakat: Media Pemikiran 
dan Dakwah Pembangunan, 1(2), 335–370. 

Yulianto, R. (2020). Islam moderat Indonesia (Moderasi Muhammadiyah). Al-Hikmah: Jurnal Studi 
Agama-Agama, 6(1). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://journals.ums.ac.id/index.php/iseedu/index

