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Abstract. This research aims to overcome important gaps in the development of 

Islamic economic scholars' human resources (HR), including limited understand-

ing of Fiqh Muamalah, unclear profiles of graduates, and lack of linkages with 

the Islamic industry. The implications of current conditions include the quality 

of Islamic products and services, the sustainability of industry growth, and the 

relevance of graduates. This research will provide guidance and best practice 

strategies to connect graduate profiles with the dynamics of the sharia industry, 

strengthen the human resources of sharia economic scholars, and support the de-

velopment of a better sharia industry. 

Keywords: Ulama, Sharia Industry, Quality Human Resources, Best Practice 

Review. 

1 Introduction 

The Islamic banking industry in Indonesia has experienced significant development in 

recent decades. As an integral part of the financial system based on Islamic principles, 

Islamic banking is expected to create harmony between Islamic values and industrial 

practices. However, the realities on the ground often point to a gap between what is 

expected from the perspective of Islamic values and what happens in the practices of 

the Islamic banking industry [1]. 

The concept of the contemporary Islamic economic law paradigm is an important 

foundation in efforts to unravel this gap. This paradigm includes a theory of legal action 

consisting of "knowing" and "understanding" as the basic concepts of legal action, as 

well as "doing" which leads to "being" as a theory of inclusion and commitment [2]. 

The concept of "knowing" refers to a deep understanding of the Islamic values un-

derlying Islamic banking. It includes an understanding of principles such as the prohi-

bition of usury (usury) and economic justice. "Understanding," on the other hand, high-

lights a deeper understanding of how these principles can be applied in the practice of 

the Islamic banking industry in Indonesia [3]. 
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The gap between "knowing" and "understanding" is often one of the main chal-

lenges. Many practitioners in the Islamic banking industry may know Islamic values 

but may lack in terms of understanding of how to apply them in daily activities. This 

can lead to the implementation of practices that are not aligned with the expected prin-

ciples of Shariah [4]. 

Another gap to note is between "doing" and "being." Although Islamic banking in-

dustry practices may reflect adequate knowledge and understanding, without a strong 

commitment to Islamic values, desired results in creating harmony between values and 

practices may be difficult to achieve [5]. 

The implications of each of these gap conditions are significant. The gap between 

"knowing" and "understanding" can lead to misalignment between the products and 

services offered by Islamic banks and the underlying Islamic principles. This can harm 

customers and damage the reputation of the Islamic banking industry as a whole. On 

the other hand, the gap between "doing" and "being" can result in a lack of integrity in 

Islamic banking industry practices. This could hurt public confidence in the industry 

and could complicate further development [6]. 

This research will outline the contemporary Islamic economic law paradigm as a 

baseline to understand and overcome the gap between sharia values and the practice of 

the Islamic banking industry in Indonesia. With a better understanding of how this par-

adigm can be applied in practice, it is expected to make a positive contribution to cre-

ating harmony between Islamic values and the real Islamic banking industry. 

Thus, this research seeks to make an important contribution to efforts to reduce the 

gap between values and practices in the Indonesian Islamic banking industry. 

The quality development of Islamic economic scholars has not reached its maximum 

potential. Several factors influence this condition: Limited Understanding of Muamalah 

Fiqh: Some Islamic economic scholars may have a limited understanding of Muamalah 

Fiqh, which is the main foundation of Islamic economics. This can hinder their ability 

to provide appropriate guidance in the context of the modern economy [7]. 

Currently, there is no clear standard regarding the profile of graduates of Islamic 

economics scholars. Each educational institution may have a different focus in its cur-

riculum, which results in graduates with varying competencies. Although Islamic eco-

nomic scholars have strong theoretical knowledge, they may be less connected to the 

ever-expanding world of Islamic industry. This can result in a gap between theory and 

practice in Islamic economics. 

The implications of the above conditions are very significant, especially in the con-

text of the dynamic development of the Islamic industry. Here are some implications 

that can be encountered. First, the quality of Sharia products and services. The high and 

low quality of Islamic economic scholars has a direct impact on the quality of Islamic 

products and services offered by the industry. If Islamic economic scholars do not have 

sufficient understanding, the products and services produced may not conform to the 

principles of Islamic economics. 

Second, the sustainability of industrial growth, and the growth of the Islamic indus-

try depends on the instructions and guidelines provided by Islamic economic scholars. 

If they do not have a sufficient understanding of the dynamics of the industry, then the 

development of the Islamic industry can be hampered. 



3 

 

Third, the relevance of graduates, graduates of higher education scholars of Islamic 

economic law are often designed not to be relevant to profiles that are following indus-

try needs and will have difficulty in finding jobs and contributing to the development 

of the Islamic economy, so the credibility of the Islamic industry also depends on the 

quality of Islamic economic scholars involved in this industry. If they do not have ad-

equate understanding, then the public and business people may doubt the integrity of 

the Islamic industry. In this context, in-depth research on best practices in developing 

the quality of Islamic economic scholars is very important [8]. 

This research will provide clear guidance on how to improve the quality of human 

resources of Islamic economic scholars and make Muamalah Fiqh a strong foundation. 

In addition, this research will also identify strategies to link the profile of graduates 

with the dynamics of the development of the Islamic industry, to create sustainable 

growth in this industry. Thus, this research has significant relevance for academics, 

researchers, consultants, legal practitioners, and law enforcement involved in Islamic 

economics. This research will provide valuable insights on how to design optimal Is-

lamic economic law scholar education to support the better development of the Islamic 

industry in the future. 

2 Research Method 

The literature research method to overcome gaps in the development of the quality of 

Islamic economic scholars and their impact on the Islamic industry involves several 

steps. First, identification of literature related to topics such as the development of the 

quality of Islamic economic scholars, Fiqh Muamalah, graduate profiles, linkages with 

the Islamic industry, and best practices. Literature search is conducted through aca-

demic databases, digital libraries, journals, and related books. Second, evaluation and 

selection of literature that is most relevant to research objectives. The selected literature 

should provide in-depth insight into current conditions, existing gaps, and the implica-

tions of the identified problems [9]. Third, an in-depth analysis of the selected literature, 

including an understanding of the limited understanding of Fiqh Muamalah, the vague-

ness of graduate profiles, linkages with the Islamic industry, and the implications of 

these conditions. Fourth, identify best practices in developing the quality of Islamic 

economic scholars. Fifth, synthesis of findings from the analyzed literature and expla-

nation of how to overcome gaps by applying identified best practices.Finally, the prep-

aration of recommendations based on findings, focusing on concrete actions that can 

be taken by educational institutions, academics, practitioners, and other stakeholders to 

improve the quality development of Islamic economic scholars and support the Islamic 

industry. Through this method, research will provide a strong theoretical foundation 

and valuable guidance to support the development of the Islamic economy in the era of 

globalization [10]. 
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3 Literature Review 

The development of the Islamic economic industry in Indonesia is a multifaceted pro-

cess influenced by various interrelated variables. One of the complex relationships ex-

ists between the strategy of strengthening human resources and improving the quality 

of Sharia-compliant human resources in the context of the Islamic banking industry in 

Indonesia. It is therefore important to explore the interaction of such variables to obtain 

a holistic frame of mind and conceptual framework [11]. 

The Islamic banking industry in Indonesia recognizes the term fringe competition 

"fringe competition", which refers to increasingly fierce competition. This competition 

can have a significant impact on HR strengthening strategies. As competition intensi-

fies, Islamic banks must rely on high-quality human resources to compete effectively. 

Therefore, improving human resources through proper training, development, and re-

cruitment is an important strategy [12]. 

An understanding of market structure and market share, particularly Concentration 

Ratio 4 (Market Share CR4), is essential in the Islamic banking industry. If only a few 

big players dominate the market share (CR4), small Sharia-compliant banks must im-

prove their human resources to compete and maintain their market share. In conclusion, 

the development of the Islamic economic industry in Indonesia cannot be separated 

from various factors, including competition dynamics, market structure, and regulatory 

supervision. Strengthening human resources and ensuring the quality of Sharia-compli-

ant human resources play an important role in maintaining the growth and competitive-

ness of the Islamic banking sector. Regulatory adjustments and proactive measures are 

essential in maintaining a balanced and inclusive Islamic economic ecosystem in Indo-

nesia [13]. 

4 Result and Discussion 

Evaluative analysis was conducted through in-depth interviews on the background and 

function of the course on the achievement of graduate profiles in the master's program 

in sharia economic law at the University of Muhammadiyah Surakarta (UMS). Descrip-

tively, these efforts show that this curriculum generally covers various important as-

pects relevant to the desired graduate profile, namely becoming academics, researchers, 

or scholars in the field of Islamic economic law. Basic courses such as "Study of Eco-

nomic Verses and Hadith," "Study of Islamic Economic Jurisprudence," and "Para-

digms and Concepts of Science in Islam" provide a solid foundation for understanding 

the basic concepts of Islamic economics and Islamic law, which are important for the 

profile of graduates as scholars. 

Meanwhile, analytical courses such as "Sharia Economic Research Methods," "Sha-

ria Economics Istinbath Methods," and "Sharia Macro and Microeconomic Theory" 

help students develop analytical skills and research methodologies that are important 

for graduate profiles as researchers. Expertise courses such as "Development and Ap-

plication of Sharia Economic Institutions in Indonesia," "Business Ethics in Islam," and 

"Sharia Pawnshops and Insurance" provide a deeper understanding of specific aspects 
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of Islamic economics, relevant for graduate profiles who want to work in the Islamic 

finance industry. 

However, in the context of achieving a graduate profile as an academic, there is a 

need to integrate courses and topics that are more relevant to science research and de-

velopment in the curriculum. In addition, the curriculum can also be enriched with a 

stronger emphasis on developing communication, scientific writing, and teaching 

skills, which are important components in the role of an academic. 

4.1 Homo Islamicus: Baseline of Graduate Profile Formulation 

The formulation of graduate profiles based on the concept of Homo Islamicus in the 

context of best practice of Sharia economic law, ideally graduates should reflect the 

synthesis between material and immaterial dimensions. A good graduate profile is those 

who become scholars, researchers, and academics in the field of Sharia economic law. 

As scholars, they must have a deep understanding of Islamic economic jurisprudence 

and the ability to issue relevant economic fatwas. As researchers, they must have strong 

research skills and be able to conduct in-depth research on Islamic economic issues. As 

academics, they must be able to develop knowledge in the field of Islamic economics, 

contribute to academic development, and have good teaching skills. In addition, grad-

uates must also commit to contributing to the development of the Muslim community 

in the correct practice of Sharia economics. Thus, this graduate profile includes a more 

special dimension that needs to be integrated into the curriculum and education program 

of Sharia economic law to create qualified graduates in carrying out roles as scholars, 

researchers, and academics who reflect the balanced concept of Homo Islamicus and 

contribute positively to the growth of the Sharia economic industry in Indonesia [14]. 

Thus the ideal graduate profiles are those who become scholars, researchers, and 

academics. However, the profile of graduates as scholars must have a deep understand-

ing of Islamic jurisprudence and economic jurisprudence and the ability to issue rele-

vant economic fatwas. As researchers, they must have strong research skills and be able 

to conduct in-depth research on Islamic economic issues. Meanwhile, academics must 

be able to develop knowledge in the field of Islamic economics, contribute to academic 

development, and have good teaching skills. In addition, graduates must also commit 

to contributing to the development of the Muslim community in the correct practice of 

Sharia economics. Thus, this graduate profile includes more specific dimensions that 

need to be integrated into the curriculum and education programs of Sharia economic 

law to create qualified graduates to carry out roles as scholars, researchers, and aca-

demics [15]. 

4.2 MHES Curriculum Concepts: Best Practice Review 

Homo Islamicus concepts, indicators and variables can be used as relevant assess-

ment frameworks. This curriculum is seen to cover several important aspects that fol-

low the desired graduate profile, including academics, researchers, or scholars in the 

field of Islamic economic law. Basic courses, such as "Study of Economic Verses and 

Hadiths" and "Study of Islamic Economic Jurisprudence," provide a solid basic under-

standing of Islamic economic concepts and Islamic law, which are essential for the 
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profile of graduates as scholars. In addition, analytical courses, such as "Islamic Eco-

nomic Research Methods," support the development of research skills relevant to the 

profile of graduates as researchers. 

The concept of Homo Islamicus can be aligned with the profile of postgraduate grad-

uates of Islamic economic law which includes scholars, lecturers, legal drafters, and 

researchers. As scholars, graduates should have a deep understanding of Islamic eco-

nomic law and the ability to provide sharia guidance in an economic context. They must 

also be able to understand and interpret religious texts related to economics [16]. 

As lecturers, graduates must have strong teaching skills, communication skills, and 

a deep understanding of the courses taught. They must be able to transfer knowledge 

and values of Islamic economics to students effectively. As legal drafters, graduates 

must have the ability to formulate legal documents that comply with the principles of 

Islamic economics. They must understand the legal and regulatory aspects related to 

the Islamic economy. As researchers, graduates must have the ability to design and 

carry out research related to Islamic economic law. They must be able to develop ap-

propriate research methodologies and generate valuable knowledge contributions in 

this field [17]. 

By understanding the concept of Homo Islamicus which integrates material and spir-

itual dimensions, graduates of Islamic economic law postgraduate can become balanced 

economic agents, carry out dual roles as ʿabd (servant of God) and caliph (representa-

tive of God on earth), and make a positive contribution to the development of Islamic 

economy following Islamic values. 

The concept of Homo Islamicus can be aligned with the profile of postgraduate grad-

uates of Islamic economic law which includes scholars, lecturers, legal drafters, and 

researchers. As scholars, graduates should have a deep understanding of Islamic eco-

nomic law and the ability to provide sharia guidance in an economic context. They must 

also be able to understand and interpret religious texts related to economics. 

As lecturers, graduates must have strong teaching skills, communication skills, and 

a deep understanding of the courses taught. They must be able to transfer knowledge 

and values of Islamic economics to students effectively. As legal drafters, graduates 

must have the ability to formulate legal documents that comply with the principles of 

Islamic economics. They must understand the legal and regulatory aspects related to 

the Islamic economy. As researchers, graduates must have the ability to design and 

carry out research related to Islamic economic law. They must be able to develop ap-

propriate research methodologies and generate valuable knowledge contributions in 

this field [18]. 

By understanding the concept of Homo Islamicus which integrates material and spir-

itual dimensions, graduates of Islamic economic law postgraduate can become balanced 

economic agents, carry out dual roles as ʿabd (servant of God) and caliph (representa-

tive of God on earth), and make a positive contribution to the development of Islamic 

economy following Islamic values [19]. 

The profile of graduates as Islamic economic law consultants requires alignment 

with the understanding of the concept of Homo Islamicus, where they must carry out 

the role of economic agents who are balanced between material and spiritual dimen-
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sions. In this context, important courses that should be included in the curriculum in-

clude Sharia Economic Law, which provides an in-depth understanding of the princi-

ples of Islamic economic law, including aspects of Islamic banking, Islamic insurance, 

and Islamic financial instruments [20]. 

In addition, Islamic Business Ethics is a crucial course, equipping graduates with an 

understanding of business ethics in Islam which is important in providing moral Islamic 

economic law advice. Contract Law in Islamic Economics should also be included, 

covering Islamic contracts commonly used in Islamic economic transactions. Research 

skills are also the focus of the Sharia Economic Law Research course. In addition, the 

Sharia Entrepreneurship course provides an understanding of the importance of Islamic 

economics in business development and Leadership and Management are important 

courses to equip graduates with the necessary management and leadership skills in the 

role of consultants [21]. This alignment will ensure that graduates have comprehensive 

knowledge, strong business ethics, and the research and management skills necessary 

to provide effective legal consultation in the context of Islamic economics [22]. 

4.3 Evaluative Analysis of Sharia Economic Law Curriculum 

The gap between the curriculum available in the Master of Sharia Economic Law and 

the concept of Homo Islamicus can be identified in several aspects. First, the limitations 

of aspects of Muamalah Maaliyah jurisprudence and the integration of Sharia economic 

law in the legal system in Indonesia. Although the curriculum includes various courses 

that focus on aspects of the method of applying jurisprudence and economics, the lack 

of emphasis on the development of muamalah maaliyah jurisprudence can be a gap in 

itself. Therefore, there is potential to include courses that emphasize the development 

of contemporary muamalah jurisprudence as analytical courses in explaining economic 

behaviour. 

Second, the available curriculum is not enough to accommodate the Islamic para-

digm in economics. The basics of how to achieve economic justice in the context of 

Islamic economics can be a significant plus. It includes an understanding of the con-

cepts of zakat, almsgiving, and other economic policies side by side with those that 

contribute to wealth equality and community empowerment. 

Third, the development of the ability to understand Islamic economic policies. The 

current curriculum has not emphasized developing the ability to understand and analyze 

Islamic economic policies. This includes courses that discuss rules and regulations re-

lated to Islamic economics, as well as the role of students in formulating and imple-

menting policies following these principles. Expertise courses are needed by students 

who will choose the legal drafter and legal consultant specialization path. 

By identifying these gaps and integrating elements that correspond to the concept of 

Homo Islamicus, the curriculum of the Master of Sharia Economic Law can be more in 

line with the values and principles expected of graduates that reflect Homo Islamicus. 

This will help create graduates who are better prepared and relevant in facing their 

duties as leaders in the Islamic economy. The core concept of "best practice" theory is 

that there are certain practices that, if applied correctly, will produce better results than 

others. In this context, relevant variables and indicators to measure "best practice" in 

the formulation of the Master of Sharia Economic Law curriculum can include Business 
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Practice: In this case, business practice refers to the process of preparing the curriculum, 

including the process of identifying market needs, mapping graduate needs, and devel-

oping course materials relevant to the world of work. 

Efficiency in curriculum preparation includes the ability to achieve optimal results 

with available resources. This includes efficient allocation of time, teaching staff, and 

budget in developing and implementing the curriculum. Curriculum productivity is 

measured by the level of performance of graduates in achieving the expected compe-

tencies. This can be seen from the pass rate, success rate in the exam, or career achieve-

ments after graduation. The quality of the curriculum includes the level of excellence 

of the course material, teaching methods, and the resulting learning outcomes. Periodic 

evaluation and feedback from graduates and external stakeholders can be important 

indicators in measuring quality. The level of satisfaction of graduates and external 

stakeholders, such as employers, with the curriculum is a very relevant indicator. Feed-

back from graduates about their readiness for the workforce and stakeholders about the 

quality of graduates can help assess whether the curriculum is achieving the expected 

results. 

By considering these variables and indicators in the preparation of the curriculum, 

educational institutions can adopt best practices in producing graduates who reflect the 

values and principles of Homo Islamicus and meet the needs of the dynamic world of 

work in the Islamic economy. 

Several research gaps that have been successfully answered or identified in the con-

text of the problem formulation that has been given are the alignment of the curriculum 

with the concept of Homo Islamicus. There is a need to integrate material and spiritual 

dimensions in the Islamic economic law curriculum so that graduates can become bal-

anced economic agents following Islamic values. Therefore, efforts to achieve this 

alignment may be the focus of further research. 

In addition, a lack of emphasis on muamalah maaliyah jurisprudence was identified 

in the existing curriculum. This could be a research gap that needs to be explored fur-

ther, especially in terms of how to align the curriculum with the concept of Homo Is-

lamicus which includes a deep understanding of Islamic economic jurisprudence. Fur-

thermore, a lack of emphasis on the Islamic paradigm in economics was also identified, 

including an understanding of the concepts of zakat, almsgiving, and economic policies 

that contribute to wealth equality and community empowerment. Further research can 

explore how to integrate this paradigm into the curriculum. 

In addition, the lack of emphasis on developing the ability to understand and analyze 

Islamic economic policies is a research gap that needs to be studied further to under-

stand how to complement the curriculum with relevant courses. Lastly, curriculum 

evaluation and stakeholder satisfaction are also emphasized, with further research that 

can explore how curriculum evaluation can be implemented effectively and how to ob-

tain useful feedback from graduates and stakeholders. By identifying this research gap, 

further research can focus on developing and improving the Islamic economic law cur-

riculum to be more in line with the concept of Homo Islamicus and can meet the needs 

of a dynamic Islamic economic industry. 
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5 Conclusion 

The ideal profile of graduates of the Master of Sharia Economic Law, which is realized 

through the concept of Homo Islamicus, includes roles as scholars, researchers, and 

academics. As scholars, they must have a deep understanding of Islamic economic ju-

risprudence and the ability to provide relevant Shariah guidance. As researchers, they 

must have strong research skills and be able to conduct in-depth research on Islamic 

economic issues. Meanwhile, academics must be able to develop knowledge in the field 

of Islamic economics, contribute to academic development, and have good teaching 

skills. To achieve this profile, it is necessary to note the addition of courses that em-

phasize the development of contemporary muamalah jurisprudence and understanding 

the Islamic paradigm in economics. The development of the ability to understand Is-

lamic economic policies is also important, with courses that discuss rules and regula-

tions related to Islamic economics. Thus, the curriculum of the Master of Sharia Eco-

nomic Law should be prepared by considering the concept of Homo Islamicus and best 

practices in the preparation of the curriculum. Periodic evaluations and feedback from 

graduates as well as external stakeholders can help ensure that the curriculum achieves 

the expected results following Islamic values and the needs of the dynamic world of 

work. 
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