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Read Aloud Goes to School: Game
Changer to Improve Literacy at
Gurawan State Elementary School,
Surakarta

ABSTRAK

Indonesia faces a serious literacy crisis, as evidenced by the 2022 PISA data, which places the
country at 70th out of 81 nations. The main challenges include low reading interest among
children, limited access to quality books, and less effective teaching methods. This article
explores the read aloud technique as a solution to enhance children’s literacy through an
engaging and interactive reading experience. This technique is discussed in the context of Albert
Bandura’s Social Cognitive Theory, which emphasizes the roles of observation, modeling, and
reinforcement in the learning process. Through the Read Aloud Goes to School program at SD
Negeri Gurawan, Surakarta, read aloud has not only succeeded in fostering a love for reading
but also integrated literacy with education on global issues, such as climate change, using the
book Keluarga Panik. This article concludes that read aloud is a game changer in efforts to
improve literacy in Indonesia. With consistent implementation and community involvement,
this technique holds great potential to create a generation of critical readers who care about the
future.

Keywords: Read Aloud, Literacy Crisis, Social Cognitive Theory

1. Introduction becausevariousknowledgeandinformationare
—————————————————————  obtained through reading activities. Whether

Reading is one of the main activities in or not we succeed in studying information
the world of literacy. Literacy has become an or knowledge in the learning process can be
inseparable part of the world of education, determined by one factor, namely reading
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(Megantara & Abdul Wachid BS., 2021).
Likewise, in the holy book of the Qur’an, the
first verse revealed is the command to read.
This shows that reading is very important
to expand the treasury of knowledge, open
insights, and a place to get closer to the Creator
by understanding the signs of His greatness
that are written or created in the universe.

However, in Indonesia, reading activities
are still not a popular activity among the
community. This could be due to technological
advances that are increasingly easily accessible
to anyone, including children. They are more
interested in playing games than reading
books to fill their free time. The impact is a
decrease in children’s interest in reading and
their ability to absorb information (Susilawati
et al., 2024).

According to PISA or Programme for
International Student Assessment data in its
latest survey conducted in 2022 involving
690,000 15-year-old students from 81 countries
in the world. PISA is an international survey
that is routinely conducted every 3 vyears.
Indonesia is ranked 70th with a total score of
366.Based onasamplerandomlyselected by the
Organisation for Economic Co-Operation and
Development or OCED (OCED, 2024). From
the scores obtained, it proves that Indonesia
has quite a big challenge in improving literacy
skills from various groups, especially children.

In a study conducted by Hidayati 2024,
there are several factors that cause low literacy,
especially in children. Internal factors include
(a) low student motivation to learn, (b) low
student intelligence, (c) low student interest
in learning. External factors include (a)
infrastructure and facilities, (b) environmental
factors, and (c) teacher ability (Hidayati et al.,
2024). This condition requires a solution that is
not only innovative but also easy to implement
and relevant to the needs of children.

One effective approach to take is read
aloud. This technique not only reads books
out loud, but also creates a fun and interactive
literacy experience for children. Read aloud
in its implementation, children are invited to
listen to stories, understand new vocabulary,
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and actively participate in the discussions that
are carried out.

This reading aloud technique is in line
with Albert Bandura’s social cognitive theory.
That the children’s learning process is through
observation, modeling, and reinforcement.
Through read aloud children will observe
(observation) how the reader delivers the
story content interestingly and then provides
examples (modeling) of the experience of
reading a fun book. In addition, the form of
praise and interaction during the reading
session functions as reinforcement where
children will be encouraged to be more
enthusiastic about the book. Through the
positive experiences gained, childrens self-
efficacy can be increased, namely their belief
that with the experience of reading a fun book
they can build a habit of reading independently.

As an effort to support children's literacy,
the Read Aloud Solo Raya community
collaborated with Buibu Baca Buku Book
Club, and the Climateworks Foundation to
hold the Read Aloud Goes to School program
which will be held at SD Negeri Gurawan,
Surakarta on January 22, 2025. This activity
will read the book series "Keluarga Panik" to
provide students with education about literacy
as well as the issue of the climate crisis and
make posters from recycled materials.

The purpose of this article is to examine
how read aloud can be a game changer in
efforts to overcome the literacy crisis in
Indonesia by reviewing its relationship to
Albert Bandura's social cognitive theory. With
a theory-based approach and field practice,
this read aloud technique has great potential
to build a generation that not only loves books
but also has full awareness of the important
issues around them.

2. Theoretical Basis

A. Social Cognitive (Albert
Bandura)
Social Cognitive Theory is the new name
for Social Learning Theory developed by

Albert Bandura. Social Cognitive Theory is

Theory
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a theory that emphasizes the idea that some
learning in humans occurs under the influence
of the social environment such as the process
of observing others, knowledge gained, rules,
skills, strategies and attitudes. In addition to
observation, humans in their lives also imitate
or have role models to emulate or learn the
appropriateness of behavior, cause and effect,
and how they act according to their beliefs
(Schunk, 2012, pp. 161-162).

Bandura stated that his theory discusses
the process of controlling events that occur in
human life. This process basically includes the
goals to be achieved, assessing the possibility
of the results of actions taken and evaluating
progress on achievements made, self-control
of emotions, thoughts and actions. Bandura
also explained that the characteristic of social
cognitive theory is how the main role has
been functioned by the self. Human behavior
is not only in accordance with the tendencies
of others, but human behavior is influenced
by motivation and is regulated by internal
standards and reactions to their own actions.

This study uses a Community Service
approach with the aim of providing direct
contributions to the community, especially
in improving children's literacy. This activity
is carried out through the Read Aloud Goes
to School program at SD Negeri Gurawan,
Surakarta which involves students in reading
aloud activities and interactive discussions.

a. Type of activity

Program Read Aloud Goes to School
merupakan kolaborasi antara komunitas
Read Aloud Solo Raya, Buibu Baca Buku
Book Club, dan  Climates Foundation.
Kegiatan ini dirancang untuk mengenalkan
Teknik read aloud sebagai salah satu cara
untuk meningkatkan minat baca anak juga
mengedukasi mereka mengenai isu global
seperti krisis iklim melalui buku seri Keluarga
Panik yang diterbitkan oleh Naura Kids.
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b. Implementation Method
This activity is carried out in three main

stages, namely:

- Preparation:
The community team together with the
facilitator designed the activity flow
including the selection of relevant books
and specific strategies to actively engage
students in discussion.

- Implementation:
The activity began with a read aloud
session by the facilitator who read the story
aloud with interesting expressions and
intonation. During the session, students
were invited to actively participate
through interactive discussions such
as answering questions, predicting the
storyline, and connecting the relevance
of the book’s contents to everyday life.
Then, after the read aloud session was
finished, students were invited to make
posters related to the climate crisis using
recycled materials as a follow-up to the
book that had been read in the read aloud
session.

- Evaluation:
After the activity, observations were
made on student involvement during the
session. Then, follow-ups from teachers
and students were also collected to
evaluate the effectiveness of the program
that had been implemented.a.

c. Reasons for Choosing the Method:

The community service approach with
interactive discussions was chosen by the
author for several reasons, namely;

- Provide a fun literacy experience for
children.

- Help students understand the content
of the book well through interactive
discussions that trigger them to think
critically.

- And, open up collaboration space
between literacy communities, schools,
and students to build a stronger literacy
culture.
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d. Output yang diharapkan

This activity is expected to increase
students'interest in reading through read aloud
experiences, help students understand the
climate crisis issue in a relevant and enjoyable
way, and inspire other schools to replicate this
activity model in improving literacy.

4. Discussion

a. Literacy Crisis in Indonesia: Realities

and Challenges

Negara Indonesia masuk kedalam kategori
negara yang gawat darurat akan literasi hal
ini ditunjukkan berdasarkan hasil asesmen
yang dilakukan oleh PISA atau Programme
for International Student Assesment. PISA
merupakan survey internasional yang
memiliki fokus pada kemampuan siswa
pada bidang literasi, sains, dan matematika
yang dilakukan selama tiga tahun sekali.
Survey terakhir yang dilakukan oleh PISA
pada tahun 2022 yang melibatkan sejumlah
690.000 siswa berusia 15 tahun dari 81 negara
di dunia kemudian, sampel dari PISA dipilih
secara acak oleh OCED atau Organisation for
Economic Co-Operation and Development.
Perolehan nilai yang didapatkan oleh negara
Indonesia adalah 366 dan menduduki posisi
ke-70 itu artinya Negara Indonesia berada di
posisi ke-12 terbawah. Hal ini menunjukkan
bahwa kemampuan literasi siswa negara
Indonesia masih menjadi tantangan yang
harus segera ditangani. Faktanya, menurut
Herfanda (2018) Indonesia mempunyai sarana
dan pra-sarana yang dinilai lebih tinggi untuk
mendorong minat baca anak dibandingkan
negara-negara yang ada di Eropa. Namun,
keunggulan ini belum berdampak signifikan
terhadap peningkatan tingkat literasi yang
ada di Indonesia. Contohnya adalah fasilitas
perpustakaan dimana Indonesia menduduki
peringkat ke-36, sedikit lebih unggul dari
Korea Selatan yang menduduki peringkat 42,
Malaysia menduduki peringkat 44, Jerman
menduduki peringkat 47, Belanda menduduki
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peringkat 53 dan Singapura menduduki
peringkat 59.

Berdasarkan pemaparan tersebut
menunjukkan bahwa negara Indonesia ini
kerap membangun infrastruktur perpustakaan
namun tidak dimanfaatkan secara maksimal
oleh masyarakat. Kemudian, rendahnya
literasi ini juga dapat dilihat dari minat baca
masyarakat Indonesia yang belum memiliki
akses persebaran buku yang merata. Karena,
informasi yang disampaikan oleh Ikatan
Penyalur Indonesia atau IKAPI, setiap
tahunnya hanya ada 100.000 judul buku yang
disebutkan dalam Nomor Buku Seri Dunia
atau ISBN di perpustakaan umum, tetapi yang
benar-benar terdistribusi hanya sekitar 40
sampai 45 persen saja (Susilawati et al., 2024).
Berdasarkan sajian fakta diatas, rendahnya
literasi ini tentu mempunyai potensi yang
berpengaruh  terhadap kualitas sumber
daya manusia di masa yang akan datang.
Meskipun sarana pra-sarana yang dimiliki
negara Indonesia ini mendukung fasilitas
literasi tapi pada kenyataannya masyarakat
masih kekurangan akses buku kemudian,
masih minimnya metode yang menarik dan
efektif dalam menunmbuhkan minat baca
anak sejak dini masih menjadi tantangan yang
harus segera diatasi. Salah satu pendekatan
yang mampu menciptakan pengalaman
membaca yang menyenangkan sekaligus
dapat membangun rasa cinta anak terhadap
buku adalah read aloud. Teknik ini tidak
hanya dapat menjadi jembatan antara anak
dan literasi, tetapi juga menawarkan solusi
nyata untuk meningkatkan kualitas membaca
anak melalui cara yang interaktif serta relevan
dengan dunia mereka.

b. Read Aloud

Read Aloud consists of two words,
namely "read" and "aloud". In general, read
aloud means reading aloud (Susilawati et al.,
2024). Meanwhile, according to (Metode et
al., 2023), read aloud is a method or strategy
for active learning (active learning) which is
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carried out by reading loudly and loudly. Then
through this read aloud, it is hoped that it can
help stimulate student activity in the learning
process and help improve students' reading
skills.

The following are the benefits of read
aloud as stated by Trelease in Rokhmatullah
(2022), namely; (a) building vocabulary, (b)
conditioning children's brains to associate
reading activities as fun activities, (c) creating
information that functions as a background,
(d) providing role models who like to read,
and (e) being able to instill a love of reading
(Rokhmatulloh & Sudihartinih, 2022)

c. The Relation of Read Aloud to Social

Cognitive Theory

Albert Bandura in social and cognitive
theory emphasizes that children learn through
observation, modeling, and reinforcement.
The read aloud technique utilizes these
three principles effectively where children
observe (observation) how the storyteller
reads the book with interesting intonation
and expression then the storyteller indirectly
provides a positive example (modeling) for
children about the importance of reading. In
addition, praise and interaction that occurs
during the session function as reinforcement
where children will be encouraged to be more
enthusiastic about books. From this positive
experience, children's self-efficacy  will
increase, namely their belief that they are able
to understand and enjoy books so that they can
build their habits of reading independently.

By utilizing the principles of social and
cognitive theory, read aloud is not only a
reading technique but also a strategic approach
to building a foundation of literacy in children
while building their love of books. Then, this
technique also connects the learning process
with a fun reading experience, making read
aloud one of the effective methods to overcome
the literacy crisis in Indonesia.
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d. ExampleofRead AloudImplementation:

Read Aloud Goes to School

One of the reasons why read aloud can be
called a game changer in reducing the literacy
crisis in Indonesia is its flexibility to be applied
in various contexts, such as in the school
environment. For example, on January 22,
2025, the Solo Raya Read Aloud Community
will hold a Read Aloud Goes to School activity
at SD Negeri Gurawan, Surakarta, which is
a collaboration between the Solo Raya Read
Aloud community, Buibu Baca Buku Book
Club, and the Climate Foundation. This activity
aims to introduce the read aloud technique to
children through an interactive reading aloud
session using the "Keluarga Panik" series of
books published by Naura Kids as part of the
Climate Literacy for Mothers program which
will be read to students in grades 4, 5, and 6.

This book tells the story of the climate
crisis through stories that are relevant to
everyday life, making it an interesting and
fun discussion starter for children. This
book consists of 3 titles, namely: Pollution is
prohibited from entering, Aspirations to save
the earth, and Throwing garbage in its place. By
using this book, it is hoped that students will
not only be able to enjoy the reading experience
but also begin to understand the climate crisis
issue in a simple way. This activity shows that
read aloud is not just a theory but a practical
solution that involves the community to build
a culture of literacy at the grassroots level. By
bringing books closer to children in a fun way,
read aloud can create a positive experience to
build children's love for books and reading. If a
program like this can be implemented widely,
it will have a significant positive impact on
national literacy.

e. Mengapa Read Aloud Bisa Menjadi
Game Changer?
Read aloud is a very simple technique that
only involves reading aloud but its impact is
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verylargebecause this technique directly builds
a connection between children and books.
In the situation of Indonesia's low literacy
rate, access to quality books and children's
interest in reading are still major challenges,
the existence of read aloud can provide an
easy way out and can be done by anyone
such as: parents, teachers, or literacy activist
communities. Read aloud also teaches children
to learn through imitation as explained by
Bandura, in the context of read aloud it is not
just a theory but a real way to build reading
habits in children from an early age. When
children feel that they are able to understand
the contents of the story and get appreciation,
they will be more confident in reading. Read
aloud also works with a simple pattern where
children can hear the voice, see the expression,
and capture the intonation of the reader so that
they not only learn to read but also understand
the storyline. Unlike normal learning methods
that sometimes make children feel stressed
during learning, read aloud actually presents
stories as something fun and interactive.
Children not only listen and observe, but they
are also invited to think, ask questions, and
imagine. Children's involvement in read aloud
is very important because it builds a positive
emotional experience with books as their first
step to love reading.

Another strength of read aloud is its
flexible nature, can be done by anyone, and
can be integrated into various contexts such
as; at home, at school, and in the community.
This is not only about creating a collective
literacy culture where parents, teachers, and
literacy activists are involved but also shows
children that reading is an important and
enjoyable activity. Imagine, if every parent
took 10 minutes a day to read aloud to their
children or every day teachers made read
aloud a part of the class routine either during
formal learning or just an intermezzo to relieve

children's fatigue during learning. The impact
is not only on individual reading interest but
can also be an increase in national literacy as
a whole. Read aloud can be a small step that
can create big changes or a game changer for
the future.

The low literacy rate in Indonesia is
a major challenge that requires serious
attention. PISA 2022 data shows that many
Indonesian children still face difficulties in
understanding texts, which can impact their
future academically, socially, and economically.
Various factors, such as lack of access to quality
books and less interesting teaching methods,
are the main causes. The read aloud technique
has emerged as a practical solution to build
children's interest in reading. With interactive
reading aloud, children are introduced to
books in a fun and easy-to-understand way.
This technique not only increases children's
involvement in reading activities but is also
in line with social cognitive theory which
emphasizes the importance of observation,
modeling, and reinforcement in the learning
process.

Through programs such as Read Aloud
Goes to School, this technique can be a game
changer in efforts to improve children's literacy.
Activities at SDN Gurawan, Surakarta which
involved literacy communities and books with
relevant themes such as the Keluarga Panik
series, showed that read aloud can also be used
to integrate literacy with education on global
issues such as the climate crisis. With consistent
implementation, read aloud has great potential
to become a tool for literacy transformation in
Indonesia, creating a generation that not only
loves books but also has critical awareness of
the issues around them.
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